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Editorial

Dear friends,

Already two years have passed since the start of our
Arabian Essence adventure, the exclusive online magazine
dedicated to the pure-bred Arabian horse. We are proud of
the fabulous success it has achieved and of the many
opportunities we could offer to our clients.

We have sought to expand our services by creating a special
printed edition for collectors, based on the class and
elegance of our design and with texts written always in
English as the international language as well as in Arabic
in honour of the origins of the history of these magnificent
creatures - as we already are doing online, with
ArabianEssence.com

The Arabian Essence Special Edition Collection is designed
for an exclusive audience; therefore we want to apply our
passion for beauty and quality. In particular, this first edi-
tion is dedicated to Alfabia Stud, a true and proper collec-
tion of the most precious pure Egyptian and Egyptian-
related bloodlines.

The issue includes some explanatory articles on each mare
line as well as various editorial articles dedicated to the
cultural heritage, nature and culinary art of the small area
called Langhe in the Italian Piemontese region.

Careful research has been applied in order to succeed in
giving each item a definitely precious sense of reality,
appealing not only to the eye but also to the sense of touch
so as to create the feel of actually being in the region.
Through artful images and descriptions, we hope all of you
can share in the history, the culture and the architecture
of this small part of the world in a luxurious experience
quite different and much more exclusive to cherish.

This is the culmination of an intense work and high pas-
sion which we are now happy to present with pure satis-
faction, anticipating that you will be captured, page after
page by the poetry which surrounds this passion.

Elvis Giughera and Gigi Grasso
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In the gently rolling hills of the Langhe region

of Italy, strong traditions abide and magnificent

medieval architecture adorns the countryside.

As dawn breaks across the landscape, the

sound of hoof beats and the melodious neighing

of noble horses may be heard.  As a group of

mares and foals gallop joyously across the 

pasture, an exotic hint of desert breezes fills

the air – for these are Arabian horses of the

world’s finest bloodlines. This is Alfabia, the

peaceful oasis.

The  Egyp t i an  Arab ian s  o f  Al f ab i a  
In Italy Egyptian Arabians have a prized legacy

going back to the history making dispersal of

the Arabians of Egypt's ruler, Viceroy Abbas

Pasha, in the mid 1800s. The Italian 

government purchased twenty of the fabled

desert Arabians from Abbas Pasha's 

world-renowned studs in Egypt. The Abbas

Pasha collection was the inspiration of artists

and poets. Today breeders of Egyptian Arabians

come from many countries and diverse 

backgrounds. Most are also aficionados of art

and culture, and possess a discriminating eye

for harmony and classic beauty.  When Paolo

Damilano and Gigi Grasso joined forces to

begin breeding Arabian horses, it comes as no

surprise that Egyptian Arabians became their

primary focus.

Today, the Egyptian Arabians of Alfabia Stud

represent a rare combination of the finest in

type and individual excellence, with pedigrees

that are among the best in the world. The

emphasis at Alfabia is on distinctive mare 

families, a common element amongst all great

breeding establishments and the original 

system by which the Bedouin developed this

legendary breed. Type, quality, and movement

are paramount in every breeding decision at the

stud, and each year’s foal crop seems to be 

better than the last – a true testament to the

dedication of Alfabia Stud to the highest 

standards of breeding. Serious consideration

has been given to understanding the features

each ancestor and family brings to the breeding

choices at Alfabia. To appreciate the 

magnificent Arabians of Alfabia, one must also

appreciate the carefully chosen families from

which they descend.
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The Castello of Santo Stefano del Bosco called

Castello Rosso (red castle) is nearly to Cherasco

town and it has a long history. First mention of

the castle is in 901, in a document authorizing

the donation of the castle, at that time with the

name of “Boschium”, by Ludovico III to the

Bishop of Asti. In the 18th century the castle

was purchased by Count Merindol and then

colored red, and ever since it has been called

the Red Castle. Later Emanuele Filiberto,

youngest in the Savoia dynasty, gave the castle

to the Cavaliere Biagio Mentone di Marco,

Emanuele's counselor and administrator of

goods. The Cavaliere (something like a Knight

but a title which is given in Italy also to out-

standing entrepreneurs) was also given the title

"Signore di Santo Stefano". The "red castle"

stands as another trademark of the long history

of this region.

10





Fer Shamis with Daniel Isidoro Munoz, at the Red Castle



Alfabia Jordi with Antonio D’Orazio - See pedigree page 168
(Abha Fadil x Gual Tessa) - Stallion

13





The Piemontese Cow
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The prized strain of Dahman Shahwan was a

favorite of Abbas Pasha, renowned ruler of

Egypt. Today at Alfabia this strain descends

from two sources: the original El Dahma, born

1880 in the stud of Ali Pasha Sherif, and from

the famed mare Bint El Bahreyn, born 1898,

originally from Bahrain, and presented as a gift

to the Khedive of Egypt.

The  Lin e  o f  E l  Dahma
Two branches, Sabah, born 1920, and Farida,

born 1921, represent the line from Ali Pasha

Sherif's El Dahma. 

The  Sabah  Branch
The Sabah branch of the Dahman Shahwan is

famous for Bint Sabah, born 1925. Bint Sabah

produced the great Egyptian sire Sheikh El

Arab. She also produced 3 internationally 

influential daughters, Layla, Bint Bint Sabbah

and Bukra.

The  Far i da  Branch
The Farida branch of the Dahman Shahwan

strain produced the famous racehorse Balance

1928, who for many years held the record of

1.46 for the mile in Egypt. Only his sons came

closest to his best time. Farida also produced 3

daughters, Bint Farida, Ragia and Futna, who

established important families to this day. Bint

Farida and Ragia are represented at Alfabia.

El Dahma Line
The strain of Dahman Shahwan 
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  Lay la

Layla / Komeira / Kamar / Tamria / 

28 Farag-3 / 211 Zohair-2 / Taghira B

When Alfabia Stud was building its straight
Egyptian breeding foundation, it carefully 
considered the legacy of the Babolna Stud in
Hungary. Founded in 1789 it was long known
as a very selective breeding operation. With its
high standard of quality in Arabian type and
movements, it made an historic step in 
rejuvenating its centuries old breeding program
with the importation of 3 stallions and 15
mares from Egypt. The straight Egyptians 
produced from this importation were as 
carefully bred as were their predecessors at
Babolna for centuries. The success of Babolna
cultivated interaction with certain other 
breeders in Europe, the outcome of which has
created countless champions and classic 
examples of Egyptian Arabians worldwide.

Alfabia Stud chose the magnificent mare
Taghira B (El Thay Mameluk x 211 Zohair-2),
bred by Babolna, to become an important 
foundation of its breeding. She symbolizes the
prized mare that all great breeding studs would
desire: a mare of exceptional quality, movement
and charm, and descending from one of the
most successful female lines worldwide, that of
El Dahma, the Dahmah Shahwaniah mare of
Ali Pasha Sherif. 

From El Dahma descends the great Egyptian
broodmare, Bint Sabah born 1925. 
She founded a distinguished line. She is dam of
Bint Bint Sabah, Bukra and Layla. Of these
three, Layla became a respected source of
speed in racing. She produced Sid Abouhom, a
premier sire at the EAO, and winner of 13 races
as well as sire of race winners. Layla's daughter
Komeira was also a race winner. This made her
a popular choice to be bred to one of Egypt's
most famous race horses, Balance, several
times. One son of this cross Emam became a
sire at the Hamdan stud. Toward the end of her
breeding life she was bred to the legendary
Nazeer, producing the beautiful mare Kamar
who became one of the most influential Nazeer
daughters at the EAO. All who saw her praised
her magnificently beautiful head with lovely
eyes. Kamar produced 13 foals nearly all of
which have become influential. Aside from
passing on her great beauty, Kamar also
passed along excellent movement. But it was
her magnificent daughter Tamria, sired by the
Moniet El Nefous son Tuhotmos, who eclipsed
Kamar's beauty and became a jewel at Babolna.
Among her prominent daughters are Pharrah,
and 28 Farag-3, both sired by Farag. Imperial
Egyptian Stud imported Pharrah to the US
where she produced champions, later being the
granddam of World Champion Mare Imperial
Phanilah. 28 Farag-3 followed in establishing a
championship line from her daughter 211
Zohair-2, dam of the beautiful mares Tamria

The Sabah Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Taghira B - See pedigree page 162
(El Thay Mameluk x 211 Zohair - 2)

Tabanya (Hamasa Nabih x Tamria II)
owned by Mohamed Al Marzouk of Ajmal stud
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II who continues this line with her daughter
Tabanya (Hamasa Nabih x Tamria II), owned by
Mohamed Al Marzouk of Ajmal stud, and Abbas
Pasha I-12, with one of her daughters called
Jamala Al Zamet (Salaa El Dine x Abbas Pasha
I-12) owned by Talal Al Mehri of Al-Jazira stud.
And, of course, 211 Zohair-2 is also the dam of
our Taghira B.
While Taghira B is from a celebrated dam line,
her pedigree is rich in other important influences
that also account for her extraordinary movement
that she passes to her progeny. The great 
broodmare sire El Sareei, who was known for
his brilliant movement,
appears seven times in her
pedigree. Taghira B is sired
by El Thay Mameluk whose
dam line is the Babolna
import Momtaza (Sameh x
Mamlouka), full sister to
Fawkia exported to the US
who produced champions
as well as the famous race-
horse Imperial NaLaseef.

With this royal pedigree it
comes as no surprise that
Taghira B is an extraordinary
mover of such power her
hooves barely touch the
ground. As an individual she
is the vision of the classic
desert war mare. With her
shimmering speckled coat,
high tail carriage and
extreme nobility, she is an
unforgettable sight.

Given the pedigree and 
individual, it was with 
confidence that she would be
a consistent producer
regardless of chosen sire. So
she has been bred to a 
variety of proven sires.

In 2001 she produced
Alfabia Sohar, sired by the
great Ansata Halim Shah
son, Salaa El Dine. This
magnificent stallion brings
the best of both sire and
dam with his extraordinary
type and movements. With
his pedigree there are 5
lines to the great Alaa El Din. 

By any standard daughters of Taghira B would
be desired in any great breeding stud and she
has produced three at Alfabia:
1.Alfabia Kamaria, by the Alidaar son Classic
Rayan, who adds considerable Moniet El Nefous
breeding. Alfabia Kamaria has given us a
daughter, Alfabia Bint Kamaria by Ansata
Halim Bay, and a colt in 2008 sired by Phaaros
2. Alfabia Mameluka, now owned by Talal Al
Kharafi, of Al Kharafi Arabians
3, Alfabia Tamria, (named in honor of her dam
line) sired by our sire Phaaros. 

It has been said of great breeders that to even
have a near miss at perfection is the chance of
a lifetime. With a mare like Taghira B, one is
blessed. She is the classic "war mare" of the
desert, a vision that never seems to touch the
ground, but most of all she rewards with 
treasured foals year after year. She stands as a
proud example of the coveted line of Tamria
and of the line of El Dahma, and deserves the
praise as given in Shawan's Poem in the Abbas
Pasha Manuscript:

"I love you, oh Dahma, as if you were a part
of me and my family.
And though there may be many horses,
You are more to me than all the others."

Taghira B - See pedigree page 162

(El Thay Mameluk x 211 Zohair - 2)

Jamala Al Zamet

(Salaa El Dine x Abbas Pasha I-12) 
owned by Talal Al Mehri of Al-Jazira stud



20

The Sabah Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Alfabia Kamaria - See pedigree page 152
(Classic Rayan x Taghira B) - Mare
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Alfabia Bint Kamaria - See pedigree page
148

(Ansata Halim Bay x Alfabia Kamaria)
Filly 2007 

Alfabia Al Karim - See pedigree page 147
(Phaaros x Alfabia Kamaria)

Colt 2008



Alfabia Sohar - See pedigree page 155
(Salaa El Dine x Taghira B)

Alfabia Mameluka - See pedigree page 153
(Zt Faa’iq x Taghira B) - Mare - Owned by Al Kharafi Arabians

Alfabia Tamria - See pedigree page 156
(Phaaros x Taghira B) - Mare

Alfabia Tamria (Phaaros x Taghira B)
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  B in t  B in t  Sabbah :

Bint Bint Sabbah / Fa Abba / Serr Abba /

Sereneh / Marah Abadiya / La Selket /

Serene Ciai Dii

While Bint Sabah's daughter Layla is a source

of speed in racing, her other daughter Bint Bint

Sabah, imported to the US by Henry Babson,

was a successful endurance mare winning in a

number of endurance competitions in the

1930s. Bint Bint Sabah is also the female line

of US National Champion, and Paris Reserve

World Champion mare Fa Halima, by Ansata

Ibn Halima. At Alfabia, Serene Ciai Dii proudly

represents the fame and quality of this line. 

Her dam, the beautiful La Selket is a daughter

of the great broodmare sire Ansata Abu Sudan,

who also sired Ansata Sudarra, dam of Ansata

Hejazi. La Selket's granddam, Sereneh was one

of the most refined mares of the Bint Bint

Sabah female line. The strength of this 

champion producing line is further magnified

by Serene Ciai Dii being a daughter of the great

sire, Salaa El Dine, adding both Ansata Halim

Shah and Hanan to the blood of this great

mare. Serene Ciai Dii represents the perfect

blending of many champion elements. In 2006

Serene Ciai Dii produced the exquisite Alfabia

Negmet, sired by Phaaros. This young mare is

now owned by Robert Miars of Miars Arabians

in the US.

The Sabah Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Serene Ciai Dii (Salaa El Dine x La Selket) 

Alfabia Negmet - See pedigree page 154
(Phaaros x Serene Ciai Dii) 

Mare - Owned by Miars Arabians 



Serene Ciai Dii - See pedigree page 162

(Salaa El Dine x La Selket)
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  B in t  Far i da :

Bint Farida / Ghazalahh / Inas / Bint Inas /

2 Ghalion-11 / 236 Amer / Bint Amer /

Alfabia Eunice

Alfabia takes great pride in the quality female

lines that were bred at the historic Babolna

stud, and Alfabia Eunice represents the type

and quality of the highly respected line of Inas.

In Egypt, Inas produced the stallion Aseel, sire

of famed El Mareekh. Her only daughter, Bint

Inas was a mare of exceptional quality who

became a foundation mare at Babolna.  Like

the previously mentioned Tamria line, the Bint

Inas line is known for quality, type and 

movement which is maintained at Alfabia

through Alfabia Eunice, who is also a 

granddaughter of two of the most important

Abayyan stallions, Alidaar and Salaa El Dine.

The Farida Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan ( line of El Dahma)

Bint Amer

(Salaa El Dine x 236 Amer)

Alfabia Eunice

(Classic Rayan x Bint Amer)



Alfabia Eunice - See pedigree page 149

(Classic Rayan x Bint Amer) - Mare
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  Rag ia :

Ragia / Halima / Moheba / Malacha /

Malikah / Maisa / Manaya / KP Mofida / 

KP Bint Mohssen / Princess Nejma Al Qusar

The Farida branch is also represented at

Alfabia by the Halima line. Halima became

world famous for her phenomenal son Ansata

Ibn Halima. However, Halima also established

the legendary female line of the "M" family in

Europe via her daughter Moheba, by Sid

Abouhom, who was imported into Germany

from Egypt. Moheba's only daughter Malacha,

by El Sareei, produced the most honored mares

Malikah and Moheba II. 

At Alfabia, Princess Nejma Al Qusar traces in

female line to the magnificently classic Malikah.

Princess Nejma Al Qusar also traces to Halima

through Moheba II, and through Ansata Ibn

Halima, twice. She is sired by the Ansata Halim

Shah grandson Teymur B, from the Tamria

line, combining both sources of the Farida

branch of the Dahman Shahwan. In 2007 she

produced a filly by Ansata Halim Bay, appropri-

ately named Alfabia Princessa, owned by Alfala

Stud in Saudi Arabia. Princess Nejma Al Qusar

again produced a 2008 bay filly, named Alfabia

Halima, by Ansata Halim Bay, adding another

line to Halima.

The Farida Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Alfabia Halima - See pedigree page 150
(Ansata Halim Bay x Princess Nejma Al Qusar)

Filly 2008 - Owned by Alfabia Stud 

Alfabia Princessa - See pedigree page 155
(Ansata Halim Bay x Princess Nejma Al Qusar)

Filly 2007 - Owned by Alfala Stud 



Princess Nejma Al Qusar - See pedigree page 160
(Teymur B x KP Bint Mohssen)



Alfabia Stud under the snow
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The Dahman Shahwan line from Bint El

Bahreyn is a distinguished in Egypt from the

mare Zareefa whose grandmother Dalal Al

Hamra was a daughter of Bint El Bahreyn.

Zareefa produced the magnificent El Sareei and

his full sister Maisa. Known for his classic

looks and brilliant movement, El Sareei was an

important broodmare sire at the EAO and leav-

ing many top producing daughters. His most

important son is the legendary Tuhotmos, an

internationally popular sire and sire of the pre-

viously mentioned Tamria. El Sareei's sister

Maisa produced the excellent Madkour, by

Morafic who was an important sire in Germany.

Maisa gained high acclaim when her daughter

by Nazeer, Bint Maisa El Saghira, was exported

from Egypt to the US where she became a

multi-champion and produced the exceptional

sire Shaikh Al Badi, by Morafic, and the mag-

nificent bay mare Dahmah Shahwaniah, by

Ansata Ibn Halima. 

Bint El Bahreyn Line
The strain of Dahman Shahwan 
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The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of Bint El Bahreyn)
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Zar e e f a

Zareefa / Maisa / Bint Maisa El Saghira /

Dahmah Shahwaniah / ZT Bahshahwaniah / 

ZT Mimraah / Alfabia Mimraah

Originally Alfabia acquired a bay Dahmah

Shahwaniah granddaughter, ZT Mimraah, sired

by the great Imperial Madheen. Imperial

Madheen's grandsire Madkour is a 

three-quarter brother to Bint Maisa El Saghira.

ZT Mimraah's dam is a daughter of Ruminaja

Bahjat, renowned full brother to Ruminaja Ali,

and out of Dahmah Shahwaniah, making her

line bred to the Bint El Bahreyn family. 

ZT Mimraah produced Alfabia Mimraah, by

Ansata Halim Bay, who carries on the line of

Bint El Bahreyn at Alfabia.

The Zareefa Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of Bint El Bahreyn)

Ansata Halim Bay - See pedigree page 156
(Ansata Ibn Halima x Ansata Bint Misr)

Sire of Alfabia Mimraah



Alfabia Mimraah - See pedigree  page 151

(Ansata Halim Bay x ZT Mimraah)
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Perhaps it is destiny that certain regions of the

world have their own unique spirit, a spirit

attracting the best that life can offer. This can

truly be said about the Langhe region of Italy. 

Langhe is at the heart of the Piedmont

(Piemonte) region of Italy. Piedmont is divided

up into eight provinces, and the historic city of

Turin (Torino) is its capital. The basin of the

River Tanaro and the Belbo and Bormida val-

leys are like the palms of hands forming a cra-

dle that holds the spirit of Langhe. A journey

into the region along twisting roadways offers

an adventurous ride. Up and down hills and

around every turn is another discovery with

sights of castles, medieval architecture and 

verdant foliage seasoned with interesting rock

formations, all of which is layered with a 

succession of many vineyards. The area enjoys

a Mediterranean climate, offering short winters

with skiing in the nearby Alps around Turin,

long spring and fall seasons, and warm 

summers with breezes in the hills of the

Langhe-ideal growing conditions for grapes,

hazelnuts and the legendary white truffle. This

is a destination of supreme pleasures for the

eye and the palate. The Langhe region is 

encircled by the journey from Alba, to

Serralunga, to Barolo, to Cherasco and Bra as

well as many connecting villages within.
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The prized strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn

Sudan at Alfabia traces to Om Dalal 1899. This

line has achieved worldwide acclaim via the 

legendary Moniet El Nefous, the undisputed

Queen of Egypt. Her 5 sons and 5 daughters

are world renowned for their influence. 

At Alfabia, Moniet El Nefous continues through

her daughter Mouna by Sid Abouhom, the son

of Layla. Mouna was considered one of the

most beautiful of Moniet's daughters, 

establishing her own dynasty. Alfabia's two

branches from Mouna are Mahiba, by Alaa El

Din, and Hoyeda, by Morafic.

Om Dalal Line
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan
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Alfabia Lines from Mahiba:

Mahiba / Kis Mahiba / Ken Muniba / 

Marah / Jalisa

Mouna's exquisite daughter Mahiba, by Alaa El

Din, was exported to Germany. Rich in deep

chestnut color, she was the perfect blend of the

type and quality of both her famous parents. 

In Germany, Mahiba established a large and

influential family that boasts many great mares

as well as the famous stallions Sherif Pasha

and Imperial Madheen. At Alfabia, the mare

Jalisa is a fine example of the type and quality

of this line while retaining the bay color of her

grandmother Hanan. Jalisa is a daughter of the

great Salaa El Dine and her dam Marah is a

daughter of Ansata Halim Shah, making Jalisa

twice a granddaughter of Ansata Halim Shah.

In 2008 Jalisa produced Alfabia Jebel Ali, a

very exotic colt by the Salaa El Dine grandson

Ibn Nejdy.

The Mahiba Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan (line of Om Dalal)
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Alfabia Jebel Ali - See pedigree page 151
(Ibn Nejdy x Jalisa) - Colt

Ibn Nejdy (Nejdy x Ghazala)
Stallion - Owned by Serene Egyptian Stud



Jalisa - See pedigree page 157
(Salaa El Dine x Marah)
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Mah iba :

Mahiba / Kis Mahiba / Ken Muniba / Marah /

Hayat II / Serene Camilla

Jalisa's dam Marah is also the dam of Hayat II,

who produced Serene Camilla, another of the

prized Salaa El Dine daughters at Alfabia. Since

Hayat II is also a granddaughter of Salaa El

Dine, Serene Camilla carries 62% of his prized

blood, assuring the genetic power of Ansata

Halim Shah for classic Arabian type and 

quality.  In 2006 Serene Camilla produced, by

Phaaros, the beautiful colt, Afabia Ayoonphaaros.

A full sister Alfabia Mahiba, named in honor of

her dam line, followed in 2007. This stunningly

beautiful filly is a daughter of our supreme sire,

Phaaros. Both the colt and filly were sold to

Alfala Stud in Saudi Arabia.

The Mahiba Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan (line of Om Dalal)
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Serene Camilla

(Salaa El Dine x Hayat II)

Salaa El Dine (Ansata Halim Shah x Hanan)



Serene Camilla - See pedigree page 161

(Salaa El Dine x Hayat II)
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The Mahiba Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan (line of Om Dalal)

Alfabia Ayoonphaaros - See pedigree page 148
(Phaaros x Serene Camilla) - Colt
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Alfabia Mahiba - See pedigree page 153
(Phaaros x Serene Camilla) - Filly - Owned by Alfala Stud
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Alfabia Lines from Mahiba:

Mahiba / Mona II / Madinah / 

Madallah-Madheen / Maydana Madheen /

Mina Salaam

Alfabia also has an exciting young chestnut filly

that is line bred to great broodmare Madinah,

dam of Imperial Madheen. This filly is Mina

Salaam Al Gaugh who carries 3 close lines to

Madinah, plus one additional line to Mahiba.

Her line bred Moniet El Nefous pedigree brings

forward all the charm and inspiration of beauty

for which the Moniet line is cherished.

The Mahiba Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan (line of Om Dalal)
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Mina Salaam Al Gaugh 

(GR Aydhan x Maydana Madheen)



Mina Salaam Al Gaugh - See pedigree page 159
(GR Aydhan x Maydana Madheen)
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Malaka with Melek Al Rayah (Ansata Halim Shah x Kis Mahiba) - Owned by Al Rayah Stud
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Hoyeda :

Hoyeda / Zaenap / AK Alhana / 

Tali Lahana / Vishar Farhana

Mouna's daughter Hoyeda was exported to

America where she crossed well with Ansata

Ibn Halima and Ibn Hafiza. Hoyeda is a half

sister to the EAO mare Fayrooz who raced well

in Egypt. Hoyeda also produced Moniet El

Nafis, one of the most successful Egyptian sires

of racing winners in modern times. 

Her daughters by Ansata Ibn Halima were

excellent mares and producers, as were her

daughters by Ibn Hafiza. At Alfabia Vishar

Farhana, a mare of such extraordinary

movement, much like her great granddam

Zaenap, represents this line. While quality and

movement are the hallmark of this female line,

the whole of Vishar Farhana's pedigree boasts

an extraordinary number of international

champions, being a double granddaughter of

World Champion Imperial Imdal and having 3

lines to US National Champion Ansata Ibn

Sudan. In 2005, Vishar Farhana produced the

handsome young stallion Alfabia Ajib by

Phaaros and this colt is now owned by Bebo

Stud in Egypt.

The Hoyeda Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran of Ibn Sudan (line of Om Dalal)
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Alfabia Ajib - See pedigree page 146
(Phaaros x Vishar Farhana)

Stallion - Owned by Bebo Stud

Alfabia Ajib (Phaaros x Vishar Farhana)



Vishar Farhana - See pedigree page 163
(CAS Jabbar x Tali Lahana)
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The line of Bint Yamama from Egypt's most

artistic breeder, Prince Mohammed Ali, has

always been a highly esteemed one. The Prince

regularly received visitors from many countries

to see his prized Bint Yamama line. Horses of

this line were exported to England, Germany

Poland and the U.S. in the 1930s. Traditionally

it had been called a Kuhaylan Jellabi while its

genetic heritage is shared with the great

Ghazieh of Abbas Pasha. The quality and

charm of this line are timeless and its special

look is still the inspiration of artists. 

Bint Yamama Line 
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran descending from Ghazieh
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Alfabia Lines from Bint Yamama via Maaroufa:

Bint Yamama / Negma / Mahroussa /

Maaroufa / Aaroufa / Fada / Maarena / 

AK Monareena / Imperial Moniq / 

ZT Shahmona / Sche’ Mon Ami

Maaroufa was imported from Egypt to the U.S.

in 1932. She was the favorite of her importer

Henry Babson and was admired by many for

her beauty even into old age after having 

produced 17 foals. Her line is responsible for

numerous international halter and performance

champions. Among the famous stallions from

her line are, The Shah, Serr Maariner, Mohafez,

El Halimaar, Imperial Baarez, Akid Geshan,

and Prince Fa Moniet, to name a few.

Maaroufa's line is proven to cross well with

Moniet and Ansata breeding and two of the

most beautiful examples are AK Atallah (Ansata

Ibn Halima x Al Nahr Mon Ami) and AK

Monareena (Ibn Moniet El Nefous x Maarena).

AK Monareena's daughter Imperial Moniq is the

granddam of two Alfabia mares of this line.

Sche'mon Ami and ZT Fahmah. Both of these

mares share the famed Bint Yamama/Maaroufa

female line via AK Monareena and show her

classic influence. Sche'mon Ami was bred to

our Ansata Halim Bay and in 2006 produced a

beautiful young mare, Alfabia Halawa, who is

now owned by Bob Miars of Miars Arabians in

the U.S. In 2008 Sche'mon Ami produced

Alfabia Mon Halim, an absolutely charismatic

colt by Ansata Halim Bay.

Bint Yamama Line
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran descending from Ghazieh
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Sche’mon Ami

(Ruminaja Bahjat x Zt Shahmona)



Alfabia Mon Halim - See pedigree page 154
(Ansata Halim Bay x Sche’mon Ami) - Colt 

Alfabia Halawa - See pedigree page 150
(Ansata Halim Bay x Sche’mon Ami) 

Filly - Owned by Bob Miars

Sche’mon Ami - See pedigree page 161

(Ruminaja Bahjat x Zt Shahmona)
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Alfabia Lines from Bint Yamama via Maaroufa:

Bint Yamama / Negma / Mahroussa /

Maaroufa / Aaroufa / Fada / Maarena / 

AK Monareena / Imperial Moniq / 

ZT Dahmoniq / ZT Fahmah

The Maaroufa line has long been associated
with international halter and performance
champions and beauty is consistent in this line.
The champion mare AK Monareena is 
celebrated as one of the most beautiful mares
of the Maaroufa line by all who knew her. So it
is with great pride that Alfabia selected not one
but two of AK Monareena’s descendants, the 
previously mentioned Sche’mon Ami, and ZT
Fahmah featured here. ZT Fahmah is also
line bred to Ansata Ibn Halima and shows some
of his quality influence. She is an ideal choice
for crossing with our Ansata Ibn Halima son,
Ansata Halim Bay or our stallion Phaaros of the
same Maaroufa dam line.”

Bint Yamama Line
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran descending from Ghazieh
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Zt Fahmah 

(Anaza El Farid x Zt Dahmoniq)



Zt Fahmah - See pedigree page 163

(Anaza El Farid x Zt Dahmoniq)
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A beautiful sunset view of the Monviso Mountain from Alfabia STud
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Were it not for the Egyptian Royal family stud

at Inshass, the Abayyan Om Jurays strain

might be but a fireside memory. The root of this

internationally acclaimed strain begins with El

Shahbaa, a 1925 grey Ubayyah Umm Jurays

mare of Muhammad Ibrahim al-Haji purchased

by King Fouad for Inshass. Her only daughter,

El Mahrousa, born 1937, carries this line 

forward. Two daughters of El Mahrousa,

Mahdia and Mahfouza, by Hamdan, have

brought fame to this rare strain. Mahdia is

granddam of the supreme matriarch Hanan,

dam of legends, Ibn Galal I, Jamil, and Salaa El

Dine to name a few. Mahfouza is dam of Maysa

who produced Magidaa, the female line of

Ruminaja Ali, Alidaar, Ruminaja Bahjat, and

Nabiel to name but a few. Maysa also produced

Marah, a prime broodmare for both Babolna

and German breeders. 

The strain of  Abbayyan Om Jurays

El Shahbaa Line
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Mah f ou za :

Mahfouza / Maysa / Marah / Bushra / 

Beshira / Salua

At Alfabia this rare and prized Abayyan strain

is intensely preserved in one spectacular 

foundation mare, Salua. A daughter of the great

Salaa El Dine, Salua's dam Beshira is inbred to

Jamil, the son of Hanan, and she is tail female

to Maysa, making her perhaps the most

intensely bred Abayyah Om Jurays mare of this

line. An absolutely beautiful deep mahogany

bay mare, one could not ask for a better vision

to represent the Abayyan Om Jurays strain

than Salua.

In 2002 Salua produced the handsome 

black-bay stallion Said Hafid El Chamsin, sired

by NK Hafid Jamil, who is now a sire at El

Farida Stud in Egypt. For Alfabia, In 2007

Salua produced a filly by Phaaros called Alfabia

Bint Salua and in 2008 produced another filly

by Ansata Halim Bay, named Alfabia Morettina.

El Shahbaa Line
The strain of  Abbayyan Om Jurays
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Alfabia Bint Salua - See pedigree page 149
(Phaaros x Salua)

Said Hafid El Chamsin

(NK Hafid Jamil x Salua)

Owned by El Farida Stud in Egypt



Salua - See pedigree page 160
(Salaa El Dine x Beshira)



Grinzane Castle
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In Egyptian breeding the strain of Kuhaylan

Rodan descends from the great war mare,

Rodania 1869, bred by Ibn Rudan of the

Ruwalah. Lady Anne and Wilfrid Blunt,

founders of the Crabbet Stud, obtained her and

thanks to their dedication she is found in most

Arabians of all bloodlines worldwide. She was a

noble mare of great strength and horses of her

line are known for their excellent athletic ability.

In Egypt, Rodania has two branches, Bint

Rissala 1920 and Bint Riyala 1920.  Mares at

Alfabia descending from Rodania are from the

Bint Rissala branch represented through her

daughters Yaquota (x Balance) and Yashmak 

(x Sheikh El Arab).

Rodania Line
The strain of Kuhaylan Rodan (Kuhaylan Ajuz of Ibn Rodan)
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Yaquo ta :

Yaquota / Yaman / Ameena / Omnia / 

AK Khattaara / Grea Bint Khattaara

The Bint Rissala line is one of increasing 

beauty with each generation. Adding the blood

of the full brothers Shahloul and Hamdan 

contributed to this special look as exemplified

by the magnificent liver chestnut stallion Alaa

El Din and the very exquisite Ameena, dam of

the lovely Alaa El Din daughter Omnia, who is

double Bint Rissala. This formula is what

makes Omnia one of the most classic 

influences of the Bint Rissala line. Omnia is the

granddam of our Grea Bint Khattaara who is

sired by Moroc, Paris World Reserve Junior

Champion and sire of champions. 

Moroc is sired by International Champion

Imperial Imdal and out of Najiba, full sister to

Saida, dam of World Reserve Champion, Bint

Saida Al Nasser.

In 2008 Grea Bint Khattaara produced an

extraordinary filly by Phaaros called Alfabia

Jumeira.

The Bint Rissala Branch
The strain of Kuhaylan Rodan (family of yaquota)
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Grea Bint Khattaara 

(Moroc x Ak Khattaara)



Grea Bint Khattaara - See pedigree page 157

(Moroc x Ak Khattaara)
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The Bint Rissala Branch
The strain of Kuhaylan Rodan (family of yaquota)
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Alfabia Jumeira (Phaaros x Grea Bint Khattaara) - Filly 

Alfabia Jumeira with Antonio D’Orazio (Phaaros x Grea Bint Khattaara) - Filly 



Alfabia Jumeira - See pedigree page 152

(Phaaros x Grea Bint Khattaara) - Filly 
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Alfabia Lines from Yashmak:

Alfabia is also blessed to welcome a filly of the

distinguished line from Serenity Sonbolah, U.S.

National Champion mare, and considered by

many to be one of the finest Egyptian mares of

all time. Alfabia Al Kharafi proudly represents

the quality of this line which is reinforced

throughout her pedigree being the granddaugh-

ter of Imperial Madheen and Ansata Ibn

Halima. She is a daughter of our Ansata Halim

Bay, a three fourths brother to Ansata Halim

Shah. Alfabia Al Kharafi is co-owned with 

Elvis Giughera - Le Soleil Stud.
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Alfabia Al Kharafi 

(Ansata Halim Bay x Zt Mirqaash)

Ansata Halim Bay - See pedigree page 156
(*Ansata Ibn Halima ++ x * Ansata Bint Misr)

The strain of Kuhaylan Rodan (family of Yashmak)

The Bint Rissala Branch



Alfabia Al Kharafi - See pedigree page 147
(Ansata Halim Bay x Zt Mirqaash) - Owned by Alfabia Stud and Le Soleil Stud
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While the Langhe region is scenic and filled

with historical architecture, its real soul is in

the preparation and enjoyment of fine beverage

and food. The principal economy of the Langhe

is food related. The pace of life is very much as

it has been here for centuries. People eat very

well and take the time to enjoy their dining.

Everywhere in the Langhe good food is celebrat-

ed not only as a pleasurable experience but

also as an art form and a means of the preser-

vation of culture. The finest tribute to this is

the University of Gastronomic Sciences

(Accademia Del Gusto) the main seat of which

is in Pollenzo. The only one of its kind in the

world, this university is attended by students

from all over to study agronomy, food technolo-

gy and humanistic subjects linked to food cul-

ture. The university is a product of the original

"Slow Food" movement that began in Italy in

1986 with Carlo Petrini from Bra. Slow Food is

the alternative to the "Fast Food" culture. Slow

food emphasizes the careful preparation and

enjoyment of the finest cuisine, produced in a

quality way that is in harmony with the envi-

ronment and preserving the cultural food tradi-

tions of a region. The university is just one part

of a complex developed within the Pollenzo

Agency on the former Savoy estate. The com-

plex is an immense square court-like structure

of classic medieval architecture, accented by

two large towers. In one part of the castle is the

university, another part is devoted to the slow

food organization, another section offers a pre-

mier restaurant, and another portion is a fine

hotel of excellent accommodations.
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The University of Gastronomic Sciences (Accademia Del Gusto), Pollenzo.
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The Egyptian Stallions at Alfabia
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Phaaros (Zt Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)

Ansata Halim Bay 

(*Ansata Ibn Halima ++ x * Ansata Bint Misr)

Ajmal Maghreb

(Ansata Hejazi x Ajmal Maghrebeia)

Melek Al Rayah

(Ansata Hejazi x Malaka)

Alfabia Sohar (Salaa El Dine x Taghira B)

Laheeb Al Nasser 

(Al Aadeed Al Shaqab  x Bint Saida Al Nasser)
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  B in t  Yamama

Bint Yamama / Negma / Mahroussa /

Maaroufa / Aaroufa / Fada / Bint Fada /

Al Nahr Mon Ami / AK Atallah / 

Bint Atallah / Phaaros

There are only certain times when all of the
right elements come together in just the right
measure to create the next great Arabian stal-
lion. The Straight Egyptian stallion Phaaros
symbolizes this for Alfabia. Born at the begin-
ning of the millennium, it is his destiny to bring
all the best of his heritage into the twenty-first
century.

Phaaros descends from the strain of Saqlawi
Jidran from Bint Yamama, handed down by the
lovely Egyptian mare Maaroufa, bred by Prince
Mohammed Ali Tewfik in 1931. Traditionally
this line has been called Kuhaylan Jellabi,
while its genetic heritage is shared with the
great Ghazieh of Abbas Pasha’s fabled horses.
Both the quality and charm of the Bint
Yamama line are timeless. Its special look is
still the inspiration of artists as it was in the
time of Prince Mohammed Ali. Hallmark fea-
tures of the Bint Yamama line include graceful
curves rather than straight lines, very broad
forehead with prominent jibbah, large dark eyes
placed well on the corners of the face, and very
round, deep jowls giving an overall appearance
resembling the classic Arabians illustrated in
19th century lithographs. It was, in fact, art
that inspired Prince Mohammed Ali as a
renowned breeder of Arabian horses. Being a
lover of nature and art, the Prince was always
focused on the beauty, essence and character
of the Arab horse. Some had criticized him for
not placing more emphasis on riding and per-
formance. However, the Prince believed that
athletic qualities would naturally be inherent in
a good horse of good breeding, but its beauty
and essence would set it apart from the rest. In
fact the very handsome Nasr (Manial), famous
son of Bint Yamama, was a very successful
racehorse as well as an excellent sire of athletic
ability and classic Arabian horse type.

The acclaim of this family line has stood the
test of time and, in fact, it appears in many
international Arabian champions now, regard-
less of bloodlines. Some famous European
champions carrying one or more lines to Bint
Yamama include Paris World champions,
Carmargue and Dakharo. The list of famous
straight Egyptians that are of the Bint Yamama
female line is very long and prestigious, includ-
ing Prince Fa Moniet, an internationally
acclaimed sire, Imperial Baarez, World Reserve
Champion stallion, The Shah, British Supreme
Male champion and sire of international cham-
pions, and AK Atallah, European Reserve World
Champion mare to name a few.

In Bedouin tradition, a stallion is most valued

Bint Yamama Line
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran descending from Ghazieh
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Phaaros (Zt Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)



for the quality of his dam line and this can be
said about each ancestor in Phaaros's pedigree.
On closer examination of his pedigree one real-
izes that it is a systematic combining of some of
the most influential Egyptian mares of our
time:
Bint Deenaa: dam of Anaza El Farid, Ibn El
Mareekh, Anaza Bay Shahh, and Taarifa
Bint Maisa El Saghira: dam of Dahmah
Shahwaniah and granddam of Ruminaja Ali,
Alidaar and Ruminaja Bahjat
Magidaa: dam of Nabiel and granddam of
Ruminaja Ali, Alidaar, and Ruminaja Bahjat
Hanan: dam of international champion
sires Jamilll, Asfour and Salaa El Dine
Serenity Sonbolah: US National
Champion mare and the dam line of ZT
Faaiq
Fada: dam of champion producing
Maarena, and granddam of Prince Fa
Moniet,
The Shah, and Al Nahr Mon Ami.

Phaaros's pedigree is woven together by
the most significant Nazeer sons includ-
ing: Alaa El Din, Ansata Ibn Halima,
Morafic, and Hadban Enzahi.

Phaaros is sired by the charismatic bay
stallion ZT Faaiq, a son of Anaza El
Farid, and from the championship
Serenity Sonbolah female line. ZT Faaiq
is a portrait of grace and style and a pre-
potent source for the same classic look of
19th century engravings associated with
Phaaros's dam line. 

The dam of Phaaros is the beautiful Bint
Atallah, a daughter of Ruminaja Ali, and
out of Reserve World Champion mare AK
Atallah. AK Atallah is dam of multi-inter-
national champion and World Champion
mare Aliha. Phaaros's dam Bint Atallah
also produced Tallahsman, a champion
sire in Egypt.

As an individual Phaaros is the perfect
blend of classic Arabian type, nobility and
charisma, and graceful flowing lines in a
perfect balance of strength and refine-
ment. His neck is perfectly shaped and
well set creating the ideal silhouette
accented with proud carriage. His classic
head with large, dark eyes and refined
muzzle, to his clean, flat bone, all com-
plete the ideal Arabian stallion. If you
could take everything you like about each
ancestor in his pedigree and combine it
into one horse, you have created Phaaros.

As a sire, Phaaros has shown consistently to
impart his best qualities without overtaking the
best points of the mare. He imparts good size
but with balance and harmony in good body
proportions. The large eye and broad forehead
associated with his family is another sign of his
influence. True to the Bint Yamama line, which
is one of antiquity, the Phaaros youngsters
evolve more slowly, not extreme at birth, but
unfold in a continuous fashion, becoming more
extreme each day, and unforgettable as they
mature. Phaaros has sired equally good sons
and daughters, crossing well with a wide range
of bloodlines including Spanish,
Russian/Polish, English and Egyptian.

It is not often that a horse comes along that is
both an exciting individual and an equally
exciting sire. This is Phaaros, and he stands as
a symbol of the kind of Arabian to proudly rep-
resent Alfabia.
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Phaaros

Phaaros (Zt Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)



Phaaros - See pedigree page 159

(Zt Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)
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Anaza El Farid 

Photo by: Rik Van Lent Jr.

ZT Faa’iq

Photo by: Gigi Grasso

Ruminaja Ali

Photo by: Polly Knoll

AK Atallah

Photo by: Johnny Johnston

Bint Atallah

Photo by: Gigi Grasso

Ansata Ibn Halima

Photo by: Judith Forbis

Phaaros ancestors



Phaaros (Zt Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  Buk ra
Bint Sabah / Bukra / Ansata Bint Sabah /
Ansata Bint Misr / Ansata Halim Bay

The third important daughter of Bint Sabah is

Bukra, immortalized forever by her daughter,

the supremely classic and superior broodmare

Ansata Bint Bukra, granddam of Ansata Halim

Shah. Ansata Bint Bukra is a full sister to

Ghazal, sire of Ghazala, Ghazalah, Malikah and

Moheba II. 

At Alfabia we are proud to have the grandson of

Ansata Bint Bukra, the magnificent stallion,

Ansata Halim Bay, who is also one of the last

sons of Ansata Ibn Halima. Ansata Halim Bay

is a three quarter brother to Ansata Halim

Shah. As a sire he is exceptionally consistent

for all the classic qualities important to Alfabia.

His sons and daughters have a very athletic structure

and won many endurance races in Argentina.

The Sabah Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Ansata Halim Bay 

(*Ansata Ibn Halima ++ x * Ansata Bint Misr)



Ansata Halim Bay - See pedigree page 156
(*Ansata Ibn Halima ++ x * Ansata Bint Misr)
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  Lay la

Layla / Komeira / Kamar / Tamria / 

28 Farag-3 / 211 Zohair-2 / Taghira B / 

Alfabia Sohar

Alfabia Sohar is very important to Alfabia being

a son of our superior foundation mare Taghira

B, and sired by the great Ansata Halim Shah

son, Salaa El Dine. He is a beautiful horse and

a worthy representative of the Tamria line. 

Of special interest is that three fourths of his

pedigree represents the great Egyptian breeding

of Babolna, and the other one-fourth is Ansata

Halim Shah. 

The Sabah Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)
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Alfabia Sohar 

(Salaa El Dine x Taghira B)



Alfabia Sohar - See pedigree page 155
(Salaa El Dine x Taghira B)
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Alfab i a  l i n e s  f r om  Ha l ima

Farida / Halima / Mohebba / Malacha /

Malikah / Maymoonah / JKB Masouda / 

JKB Majida / Ajmal Maghrebeia / 

Ajmal Maghreb

Alfabia is pleased about a new colt from the

Halima female line, Ajmal Maghreb, sired by

the great Ansata Hejazi and out of Ajmaal

Maghrebeia. An excellent individual he is also

bred to be a sire. He is 50% Ansata Halim Shah

breeding being sired by the Ansata Halim Shah

son, Ansata Hejazi and out of the double

Ansata Halim Shah granddaughter Ajmal

Maghrebeia. This exciting young colt has four

lines to Halima and five lines to Bukra, offering

a genetic concentration of two of the most 

influential mares of Egypt. He is co owned by

Alfabia and Ajmal Stud in Kuwait.

The Farida Branch
The strain of Dahman Shahwan (line of El Dahma)

Ajmal Maghreb 

(Ansata Hejazi x Ajmal Maghrebeia)
Photographed at 5 months old

Co-owned with Ajmal Stud



Ajmal Maghreb - See pedigree page 146
(Ansata Hejazi x Ajmal Maghrebeia) - Co-owned with Ajmal Stud
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  Mouna

Mouna / Mahiba / Kis Mahiba / Malaka /

Melek Al Rayah

Alfabia currently has one spectacular colt from

the Mouna line through Mahiba, named Melek

Al Rayah. He is sired by the legendary Ansata

Hejazi and out of Malaka, a daughter of Ansata

Halim Shah out of Kis Mahiba. Melek Al Rayah

is a double grandson of Ansata Halim Shah,

making him 50% of that blood. He is co-owned

with Serene Egyptian Stud.

The Mahiba Branch
The strain of Saqlawi Jidran (line of Om Dalal)

96

Melek Al Rayah

(Ansata Hejazi x Malaka)
Co-owned with Serene Stud



Melek Al Rayah - See pedigree page 158
(Ansata Hejazi x Malaka) - Co-owned with Serene Stud
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Alfab i a  L in e s  f r om  B in t  Sam iha

Bint Samiha / Shams / Maysouna / Berlanty

/ Shiaa / Shahira / Shendeya / Saida / Bint

Saida Al Nasser / Laheeb Al Nasser

Such names as Ibn Rabdan, Nazeer, Shakr El

Masri, Aswan, Al Adeed Al Shaqab, to name a

few have brought eternal fame to the strain of

Hadban Enzahi. It is known to produce great

sires. At Alfabia this tradition continues

through Laheeb Al Nasser. He is from the Bint

Samiha female line, the mare that produced the

famous Nazeer. He is pure in the strain of

Hadban Enzahi since both is famous sire, Al

Adeed Al Shaqab and his acclaimed dam, Bint

Saida Al Nasser are of this strain. Al Adeed Al

Shaqab is a multi international champion and

famed sire worldwide. Bint Saida Al Nasser is a

Reserve World Champion mare at the Salon Du

Cheval. Laheeb Al Nasser is from an honored

family with the assurance of being a future

great sire.

The Bint Samiha Branch
The strain of Hadban Enzahi (Line of Venus)
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Laheeb Al Nasser 

(Al Aadeed Al Shaqab  x Bint Saida Al Nasser)
Co-owned with DeShazer Arabians

Al Aadeed Al Shaqab 

(Ansata Halim Shah  x Sundar Alisayyah)
Owned by Al Shaqab Stud



Laheeb Al Nasser - See pedigree page 158
(Al Aadeed Al Shaqab  x Bint Saida Al Nasser) - Co-owned with DeShazer Arabians
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The crowning achievement for lovers of fine

tastes is the supreme white truffle a subter-

ranean fungi emerging near trees. Langhe is

world famous for its truffles. Even the art of

searching for them is a grand tradition. There

are about ten different species of truffle, with

the most prized being the Tuber Magnatim Pico,

or White Alba Truffle, indigenous to the sur-

rounding area of Alba. These are desired world-

wide for the finest restaurants, and acclaimed

by royalty and celebrity from all over. Opera

composer Gioacchino Rossini said the white

truffle was for him the "Mozart of Mushrooms".

Alfred Hitchcock came to Alba fascinated by the

intrigue of the truffle and contemplated making

a movie about them. Immortal actress Marilyn

Monroe wrote to Giacomo Morra, "the king of

truffles" that she never had anything more fla-

vorful and exciting. 

With its intense, and stimulating aroma and

taste, many react to the white truffle's powers

as an aphrodisiac. It first became a prized fea-

ture of Piedmontese cuisine when used by the

chefs of the House of Savoy. What makes the

truffle so exceptional is its versatility adding a

special something to some dishes, without tak-

ing away from the dish itself. No more than ten

grams of the white truffle are sufficient to

embellish the finest cuisine. With bland meals,

is important to enjoy the truffle uncooked to

maximize its captivating aroma. The truffle is

grated into fine shreds to expose the greatest

surface area of its magical potion. 

During the truffle season, every restaurant in

the Langhe will have them on the menu.

Another option for obtaining truffles is to pur-

chase them from one of the many shops offer-

ing this local treasure. Other venues for obtain-

ing truffles include the famous truffle fairs

including the International Fair of the White

Truffle of Alba, attracting thousands of visitors.

The mysterious search for the prized "white

gold" (oro bianco) is conducted by the local tri-

folau. The trifolau is a professional truffle

hunter who hunts at night and is very guarded

about his territory, never revealing his finds.

Finding them brings a supremely high price in

the marketplace. He searches the hills of the

Langhe by nightfall with small pocket lamps

from August to January, with his trusty trained

dog, schooled in finding the elusive gems, usu-

ally around or near trees underground.
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Nightfall is the best time to detect their scent beneath

the soil. The trained dog picks up the scent and sig-

nals the location to the hunter who then extracts the

truffle very delicately with a special small hoe.

Whether searching for truffles in the countryside or

savoring them in a fine restaurant, once the truffle is

experienced, it is never forgotten. The truffle is one of

the most seductive delights one can consume, and

just one more symbol of the spirit and energy of the

Langhe region.

In keeping with the spirit of the Langhe, it is destiny

that Alfabia Stud would emerge there. Alfabia, which

in Arabic means, “Reserve”, is a peaceful oasis at the

foothills of the Langhe. Set in gentle, rolling hills in

the south of the Piedmont region of Italy, Alfabia

proudly carves out its place in the spirit of this his-

toric region. In his seventeenth century home, Paolo

Damilano, beginning in the early 1980’s, commenced

to cultivate his passion for the Arabian breed. The

finest ingredients were assembled, but the right spice

was yet to arrive. With the advice of his friend, the

renowned photographer Gigi Grasso, great changes

took place at Alfabia Stud. With the soul of the region,

the passion of Paolo, the perceptive input from the

great visual artist, Gigi, and the selection of the finest

bloodlines of Arabians, Alfabia Stud has taken its

place here as the progenitor of the finest Arabian

horses.
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Hazelnuts
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The region is not only mother to fine beverages,

cuisine and historic traditions, but also other

treasures for the palate. Langhe, with its 

perfect growing conditions, gives birth to one of

the finest varieties of hazelnut trees called

“Tonda Gentile del Piemonte”, which bear this

most sought after nut. Rich in flavor, hazelnuts

are very high in nutritional and energy content.

Thanks to the growing demand for high quality

chocolates worldwide, the hazelnut crop has

experienced significant expansion as a key

ingredient in fine chocolates. An artisan in

nearby Turin discovered the unique flavors 

created by blending cocoa with toasted 

hazelnut paste, resulting in a chocolate named 

gianduja. World famous Nutella, the original,

creamy chocolaty hazelnut spread was created

in the 1940s by Pietro Ferrero, founder of the

well known Ferrero company, producer of 

widely acclaimed chocolates. The town of

Cherasco is famous for its many artisan shops,

specializing in unique chocolate-hazelnut recipes.
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Ansata Hejazi (Ansata Halim Shah x Ansata Sudarra) owned by Mohamed Al Marzouk of Ajmal stud



108

The Reference Stallions

Salaa El Dine (Ansata Halim Shah x Hanan)

Classic Rayan (Alidaar x Ak Raiyeh) Owned by Al Khalediah



Al Adeed Al Shaqab (Ansata Halim Shah x Sundar Alisayyah) Owned By Al Shaqab Stud
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The Reference StallionsThe Reference Stallions

Teymur B (Assad x 214 Ibn Galal I)
Owned by Al Qusar Arabians

Ruminaja Bahjat (Shaikh Al Badi x Bint Magidaa)



Ibn Nejdy (Nejdy x Ghazala) Stallion - Owned by Serene Egyptian Stud
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The Reference StallionsThe Reference Stallions

ZT Faa’iq (Anaza El Farid x ZT Jamdusah) - Owned by Zichy Thyssen ArabiansMoroc (Imperial Imdal + x Najiba) - Owned by Al Nasser Stud



El Thay Mameluk (Ibn Nazeema x El Thay Mansoura) - Owned by Talal Al Mehri of Al-Jazira stud
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The Reference StallionsThe Reference Stallions

Anaza El Farid (Ruminaja Ali x Bint Deenaa)

Ch El Brillo (El Shaklan x AZH Basknaborra) - Owned by La Movida Arabians



Parys El Jamaal (Ali Jamaal x FF Pavielle) - Owned by The Parys Partners



The Reference StallionsThe Reference Stallions

Padrons Immage (Padrons Psyche x Scarlett Angaell) - Owned by King Abdul Aziz Arabian Horse Center
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ABHA Fadil with Pedro Soto (Rawalpindi x Persia) - Owned by Ganaderia Ses Planes Wh Justice (Magnum Psyche x Vona Sher Renea) - Owned by Equid System Ltd

Alfabia Damascus (WH Justice x April Carol)

El Perfecto (Vallehermoso x Example) - Owned by Ganaderia Ses Planes
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This fertile area has distilled the spirit of many

periods of humanity. Fought over by the

Romans, Celts, and Franks and later ruled by

Kings, an impassioned people define the region,

symbolized by the noble castles and fortresses

found throughout. There are many castles to

explore as so many villages in the region are

built around medieval castles, defending the

ruling families and town's people. All of the

Royal families castles emerged from this region.

Some are open to the public; others are in 

private ownership but can still be appreciated

from their exterior. 

Certainly one of the sentinels of Langhe is the

Castle at Serralunga d' Alba. An 11th century

castle, it was built by the Falletti family for

defending Serralunga, which it stands watch

over to this day. Open to the public, a visit

reveals nearly 2 metre thick walls with specially

designed stairs, towers and windows to limit

access. There are floors without staircases, and

even a false ceiling for hiding. True to medieval

castles, there is a large drawbridge platform

over the surrounding moat. Eighteen window

covers on the top floor reveal thin openings to

allow defenders to shoot the enemy unseen, but

today the view from the top is a spectacular

panorama of the Langhe.

In nearby Grinzane Cavor is another massive

medieval castle around which the town is 

situated. This imposing structure includes 

turret style towers on the corners overlooking

the royal vineyard.

Castiglione Falletto boasts a towering castle

built in the 11th century. Later in the 14th 

century, it became a part of the Marquisate of

Saluzzo, and then passed on to the powerful

Falletti family, already mentioned, who ruled

the area for centuries. It was a military 

stronghold and strategic sighting point. In 1601

it was converted to a residence for the Savoy

family. This castle is considered one of the most

dramatic of the lower Langhe region. The castle

is open to the public on the occasion of various

festivals.

In Barolo is another unforgettable castle, built

to defend against the Moors. The town of Barolo

surrounds this castle, on a plateau surrounded

by verdant scenic hills. Once again the 

powerful Falletti family acquired the castle and

A
rch

ite
ctu

re
C

as
tle

s 



119

surrounding land. It was here that the

Marquise Juliette Corbert Falletti grew  a

unique type of grapes called Nebbiolo grapes,

that have made the name "Barolo" famed

throughout the world.

Throughout the Langhe there are many 

castles to be found, each with its own story,

beckoning any traveler eager for an adventure

into Italian culture, and a history of fine 

beverages, special cuisine and unique delicacies.
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Castle of Serralunga d’Alba
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Other female lines at Alfabia
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ses Alfabia has several excellent mares and 

stallions of select lines originating in Russia,

Poland, England and Spain. 

These select individuals have proven the right

combination for crossing with straight Egyptian

lines as well as compatibility with other similar

lines for consistent Arabian quality.
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The line of Gazella originates with the great

breeding programs of Poland, but is a major

part of both Polish and Russian Arabian horse

history. The Gazella line produced the immortal

Witraz in Poland sire of many influential 

horses, most notably the leading sire Bask.

The branch of the Gazella family represented at

Alfabia comes from the mare Nitochka 1948.

She is a full sister to the great sire Negatiw,

who sired Nabor, Salon and Bandos, all sires of

major champions.

At Alfabia this line is carried forward by the

Brazilian bred mare April Carol, dam of Alfabia

Damascus, The lovely April Carol is also a

daughter of U.S. Reserve National Champion

Parys El Jamaal and her pedigree contains

seven lines to Nazeer. It is a recipe for perfect

blending with the Egyptian lines at Alfabia.

April Carol, a first quality mare, every year 

produces exceptional foals. In 2004 she 

produced the classic stallion Alfabia Damascus,

sired by WH Justice. Alfabia Damascus was

co-owned with Ses Planes Stud of Marieta

Salas, however he died in 2007. Fortunately

Alfabia has some special foals by him. In 2006

April Carol produced Alfabia Kiyama, sired by

Phaaros. In 2007 she produced Alfabia Gaia,

sired by WH Justice. In 2008 April Carol 

produced the filly, Alfabia Regina, sired by

Phaaros.

Russian/Polish Families
The Line of Gazella O.A.

128

April Carol (Parys El Jamaal x BA Niketa)



April Carol - See pedigree page 173
(Parys El Jamaal x BA Niketa)



130

Russian/Polish Families
The Line of Gazella O.A.
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WH Justice - See pedigree page 168
(Magnum Psyche x Vona Sher Renea)

Owned by Equid System Ltd.

Alfabia Gaia - See pedigree page 166
(WH Justice x April Carol) - Filly

Alfabia Damascus - See pedigree page 166
(WH Justice x April Carol) - Colt



Alfabia Kiyama - See pedigree page 169
(Phaaros x April Carol) - Filly

Alfabia Regina - See pedigree page 171
(Phaaros x April Carol) - Filly

Phaaros (ZT Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)
Owned by Alfabia Stud
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The line of Selma I originates from Egypt in the

stud of the legendary Abbas Pasha only

through her beautiful daughter Sobha. In

Egypt, it is no longer a female line but often

appears in Egyptian pedigrees because it is the

line of the stallion Sotamm, sire of Kazmeyn

whose daughter Bint Samiha produced Nazeer

and his other daughter Bint Sabah produced

Bukra. Sotamm also sired the great producing

Bint Serra, one of the Babson imports. The

Selma I line became a highly regarded line in

the Crabbet Stud. Two daughters of this line

were exported, Sardhana to Poland, and Star of

the Hills 1927, to Russia, where she produced

the broodmare Krona. 

At Alfabia, the line in honor of the great mare

Sobha, is represented through Star of the Hills

1998, who is not only a tail female 

representative of Sobha but carries an 

incredible 32 lines to her from Egyptian, Polish,

Russian and Crabbet sources. Star of the Hills

is sired by the Aswan son, Mascat who is out of

the Salon daughter Malutka. She is also a 

granddaughter of international champion and

sire of many champions Crusader, a son of

Salaa El Dine. In 2005 Star of the Hills 

produced (x Padrons Immage) Alfabia Sheba, a

filly of extreme movement and extreme type.

"Sheba" has been a real "Queen" since her first

minute of life with her high tail carriage and

spirit.

Crabbet/English Families
The Line of Selma I - from Abbas Pasha

Star of the Hills 

(Mascat x Safra Bint Siwah)



Star of the Hills - See pedigree page 174
(Mascat x Safra Bint Siwah)
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Crabbet/English Families
The Line of Selma I - from Abbas Pasha
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Padrons Immage 

(Padrons Psyche x Scarlett Angaell)
Owned by King Abdul Aziz Arabian Horse Center

Alfabia Sheba - See pedigree page 171
(Padrons Immage x Star of the Hills) - Mare



Alfabia Gaucita  - See pedigree page 167
(Phaaros x Star of the Hills) - Mare - Owned by Le Soleil Stud

Above at one week old - Below at one year old

Phaaros (ZT Faa’iq x Bint Atallah)
Owned by Alfabia Stud
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The line of Rodania originates from the Blunts

original acquisition of Rodania, a desert bred

mare which became a foundation for Crabbet

Stud and has established families worldwide in

nearly every country where Arabians are bred. 

Alfabia has this line already in its Straight

Egyptian program but also it is represented in

the mare Blue Rose, who is a daughter of

multi-international champion and sire of 

champions, Padrons Immage. He is also a

grandson of Ansata Omar Halim, the full 

brother to Ansata Halim Shah. Blue Rose is a

skillful blend of Egyptian, Russian and

English/Crabbet bloodlines.

Crabbet/English Families
The Line of Rodania O.A. 1869

Blue Rose (Padrons Immage x Suite Rose)



Blue Rose - See pedigree page 173
(Padrons Immage x Suite Rose)
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The line of 122 Zarif III symbolizes the influ-

ence of the historic stud of Babolna in Hungary

on international lines. South American breeders

were among the early ones to use old lines from

Babolna. The foundations of South American

breeding also represent a skillful blending of

early Crabbet and Spanish lines. 

At Alfabia the line of 122 Zarif III is carried for-

ward by the lovely Brazilian bred Prishta SF.

Her dam, Mashta Hellu, illustrates the South

American tradition of blending English and

Spanish lines. Mashta Hellu's grandsire is the

very classic Zehros who is from a multi-cham-

pion line tracing to Nuhra O.A. from Bahrain.

The sire of our Prishta SF, is the handsome

Aswan son, Prichal out of the phenomenal pro-

ducing Salon daughter, Palmira. The best of all

worlds are combined in Prishta SF, making her

a compatible choice for the stallions of Alfabia.

Prishta S arrived here producing a daughter,

Alfabia Tifla, sired by the El Shaklan son, CH

El Brillo. Prishta SF produced a daughter in

2005 (x Padrons Immage), Alfabia Kabila,

owned by Khaled Al Neghemshi. In 2006 a son,

Alfabia Al Bustan (x Phaaros), co-owned with

Ses Planes Stud, Marieta Salas, and in 2007

produced a stunning colt by WH Justice called

Alfabia Sheib.

Spanish/South American
The line of 122 Zarif III - South America
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Prishta SF (*Prichal x Mashta Hellu)



Prishta SF - See pedigree page 174
(*Prichal x Mashta Hellu)
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Spanish/South American
The line of 122 Zarif III - South America
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Alfabia Kabila - See pedigree page 169
(Padrons Immage x Prishta SF)

Mare - Owned by Khaled Al Neghemshi

Alfabia Tifla - See pedigree page 172
(CH El Brillo x Prishta SF) - Mare

Alfabia Al Bustan - See pedigree page 165

(Phaaros x Prishta SF) - Stallion - Owned by Alfabia Stud and Ganaderia Ses Planes



Alfabia Sheib - See pedigree page 172

(WH Justice x Prishta SF) - Stallion

Alfabia Sheib

(WH Justice x Prishta SF)
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The line of Bint is particularly renowned for one

of its sons, the great Spanish sire Eco, sire of

Barquillo, whose daughter produced the 

legendary Estopa, dam of El Shaklan. 

At Alfabia, the line of Bint is carried forward

from Gual Samantha, now owned by Ses

Planes, a mare of 100 percent Spanish 

breeding, who carries 4 lines to Eco and she is

line bred to the great Spanish sire Ghandy as

well. With such a rich pedigree, she is

assuredly able to produce the golden cross.

Alfabia also has her Spanish daughter, Alfabia

Jasmina, sired by El Perfecto, line bred to the

great Ghandy. Alfabia Jasmina has produced

one fine colt, Alfabia Nasic, 2005 grey, sired by

Padrons Immage and now owned by Dubai

Stud. Gual Samantha also produced the

impressive daughter Alfabia Nina, sired by

Babolna bred straight Egyptian stallion Teymur

B, a multi-champion in Europe. Teymur B is a

grandson of Ansata Halim Shah and is from the

Tamria line. Alfabia Nina produced in 2008 a

very fine colt called Alfabia Damaschino, by

Alfabia Damascus.

Spanish Families
The line of Bint 1902 - in the stud of Yeguada Militar, Spain
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Alfabia Nasic - See pedigree page 170
(Padrons Immage x Alfabia Jasmina)

Stallion - Owned by Dubai Arabian Stud

Alfabia Damaschino - See pedigree page 165
(Alfabia Damascus x Alfabia Nina)

Colt 2008



Alfabia Jasmina - See pedigree page 167

(El Perfecto x Gual Samantha)

Alfabia Nina - See pedigree page 170

(Teymur B x Gual Samanta)

Alfabia Nasic 

(Padrons Immage x Alfabia Jasmina)
Owned by Dubai Arabian Stud

Alfabia Damaschino 

(Alfabia Damascus x Alfabia Nina)
Colt 2008
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info@alfabiastud.com - www.alfabiastud.com

Gigi Grasso: +39.338.73.20.391

Paolo Damilano: +39.335.43.13.44 - Fax: +39.0171.41.12.23
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See picture page 95

See picture page 52
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See picture page 77

See picture page 20
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See picture page 46

See picture page 20
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See picture page 66

See picture page 27



150

See picture page 59

See picture page 28
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See picture page 42

See picture page 35
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See picture page 75

See picture page 20
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See picture page 47

See picture page 21
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See picture page 59

See picture page 22
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See picture page 28

See picture page 92
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See picture page 21

See picture page 90
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See picture page 73

See picture page 43
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See picture page 98

See picture page 96
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See picture page 49

See picture page 84
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See picture page 29

See picture page 67
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See picture page 59

See picture page 45
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See picture page 23

See picture page 18
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See picture page 53

See picture page 61
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See picture page 140

See picture page 142
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See picture page 130

See picture page 130
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See picture page 135

See picture page 143
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See picture page 13
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See picture page 140

See picture page 131
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See picture page 142

See picture page 143
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See picture page 131

See picture page 134



172

See picture page 141

See picture page 140
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See picture page 128

See picture page 136
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See picture page 138

See picture page 132
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SPECIAL EDITION COLLECTION

ARABIAN ESSENCE




