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This enchanied
creature  is  mol
the fabled umni-
corm, bt an Ara-
bian mare of no-
ble blood, pos-
scssing a brauty
worthy of her own

legend. Soon she
is joined by others of her kind, cach more lovely
than the last. As the mares walk along the edge of
the wood they seem to glow in the light of dawn,
reflecting a blessed sense of contentment = for
this is indeed a magical place, and they are spell-
bound horses.
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The imagery of the

unicorn  has  ran-

scended the ages
enduring

syimbol of divine

das  an

love. Yet the horse
exists as the physi-

ane of the most

profound events in
human history = their domestication by man. Sci-
entists have meticulously documented the fossil
record which tells how ancestral equines con-
quered the challenges of a changing carth, but
many |||,||;'~.Ijn-|u remean unanswered, Wha uncer-
tain pull cansed the manyv-tocd browser of the
Sorth Amencan conlineEnl Lo |'|_'!.' wirsiwanrd towards
the setting sun, growing ever (aller and sironger
until his singular hooves drmmed a lively staccato
acrass the steppes of Asiar Did a mystenous inner
longing drive him to seck this destiny, or was he
mercly [ollowing a trail of sweel grasses and warm
breczes? Perhaps, as the horse raised his head 1o
scan the horizon, he sensed the soul of another
whe, ignorant of his very existence, sull thirsted
mightily for the gift of his spiritual sustenance.

Wherever man has left his footfiint in his long
ascenl from barbarism lo civilisation, we will
Jind the hoof frint of a horse besiee i,

|CELCTRI L ERTRTRETETE B TECR T

|t:' Bid r|||;l|di|;' !}{'::]'rh:'h. whio r'l'.l.li..fl:'d the Hr‘:uth_‘hl
successes with their equine companions con-
siclered the horse a gl from the realm of the sa-
{'ll_’[l. anil 1|11_' laowe 14 FEmiALS i .-.|'|-iul"ilh'.|.|: I!ll't'm_'lh'v i
the collective human consciousness until the pres-

ent dav. To the Mongols the horses in their midst

cal mcarmation of

of the South Wind _

Far back, far back in our dark soul the horse frrances...

I3 H. Lawrence

were known as fabks, meaning simply “spint.
American Indian tribes, whose unprecedented
horse culiures emerged in a span of linle more
than a century, believed their horses were fash-
woned from all elements of the earth, and the pow-
ers of stars, rainbows, whirlwinds, hail and raan
united to give them life, The celestial derivation of
the horse s echoed |!:|:..' the Vedic poct, I]it’F:.'l-
Tamas, who wrote in 1000 B.C., “The sun i mas, ye
glittering gods, e took fo rake a korse, ™

In the distant deseris of Arabia a miraculous wind
from the south arose. Perhaps it began s capn-
cious life over the sea, where plaviul dolphins leapt
o greel s sweel caress. Then, gathenng a pur-
posciul sirength, it ook o the mountains, cmbrac
img the intoxicating scents of Irmankincense and
miyrhh betore travelling onwards towards the ower-
ing dunes.  And there, soanng over an oasis, il
played havoc with the graceful palms, announcing
its arrival with a mighty clattering of fronds. Finally,
i came toorest, far from spent, bot softeming in bliss-
ful contemplation to await a divine decree.

hercupon God proclaimed 1o this wind from

the south, *f shall create from thee a new being, and
Il make him good fortune for my folowers, humiliation
to my extemies, and frofection for the obedient. © And the
wanl said, “Create!” God condensed the wind, and
fashioned from it a horse, proclaiming, “F name thee
horse, and [make thee Aralian. [ have bound Messings to
thy forefock, and bounly refoses wpon they back, and glory
urill be woith thee, wherever thee may be.. I make thee to fly
untlenet wings,,. "

Hﬂt! =0 i wins that the most celebrated horse in

the histery of the world came o exist. ...
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~ Halsdon Arabians
History and Phi osophy

To many, the words love, hofe,
aned drecms are synonymous with horses.

Ever Wonwdell Haslimes

The story of Halsdon
Arabizans 1s filled wath
ewwe=, hn|:u'_:1|||I|:|||'.||||~..
[t began i a single shin-
ing moment on the
sireets of Londdon when
Shirley Wans Tirst Dee-

||l;'||'! A I1"¢III"r I:HF!‘H'
Fal

Fime amost hive stososcl
still for the young girl, and it is casy o imagine ber
heart beating faster with the excitement of seeing thos
wondrous beast, At first, she merely stood and watched
the horse. Then she was Gilled with a desire o be nean
hiem = te el the warmith of Bs ey, look mito b mvs
terious dark oves, and bBreathe o his sall swoeel scent,
Even as a child, she was keenly aware of the sense of

[reade and 1 ;|:|11||Li.|i|1.' that emsates from a horse,

uchs a I""“"H 1% L |J_||:||1!:c X M imardial reflection of
S-I similar human experience at the very davwn of
e, Bat for Sharley Was, the moment necded no
:h1|.;l;t:-"\..|\.. ik !1I-III-!'I:tI|1|-I|in:1:II. b [ TE xim!ﬂv ..I_l_-l_-l_']l-l_l:'” thizt

she had Gillen r||:-11|:|]'|.' in lowve with horses,

Owui::;._r, horses, however, 15 quite different from sim-
|r|1_.' ]l:l'l'i.lil;l: them feoan alar, and it often marks the

turning point of whether one’s passion ignites and

spreads ke a wildlive, or smoulders, sputters, and drifis
away in a wisp of smoke. For Shirley, the acquisition of
her first Arabian-related horse e 1974 was the spark

thar burst imto ame.
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To et the full
value of joy,

you must have
someone (o divide
it with. ..

Alark Twaan

A life spent with horses
is often filled with grear
. et the complene
AR ¥l I“”l':“'l EXRRL)
RS qgl\.r: COMmes il:ll_l::l
F;lllql.:n.'., SOTTELImIes 10 &
simgle day, andd marely

[Il:li_"\ CRTRE" &NALH 1'!'1'. '|.'I.'i|]'|'

DuL A "'i“":““'.l"-.l HSOTTE”
of support and encouragement. At Halsdon Arabians,
Charlic Wakis graciously proy icdes these kevingredients,
Always understanding of his wife's great pasion for
horses, it was he who purchased their first horse as a

wift for Shirley shortly after they were married.




Love is a fire kindled in the area around the heart...
It is inherent in the existence of beings and in the acltions of the heavenly bodies.
Its origin is in animal motion.. it is the flower of youth,
the garden of generosity, the charm of the soul and its diversion.
The elements engender it, the stars cause i,
the action of the sublime mysteries give it ils form.
Then it combines the best of the substance with the purest elements.
It gives rise to the attraction of hearts,
the concordance of passions, the fusion of souls, the joining
of lthe minds, the frurily of feelings in hearts and sympathy.
It cannot exist without beauty. ..

al Mo uala’s gocount of the Tharteonth speraker on the topec of bove at a b contury Permian
frathering of pocts, thoolograns, and philosopherns

Shurley Watts and SHF Pearke Mae in the garden at Halsdon
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.-'I.. 'I.'i.'\i.l [ [¥] | |;||u!r:|:|1 i"\.. an
ewvent which assumies
iy Proporions
for lowers of the Arab:-
an breed, Anticipation
banilels 2% the norrow
lane framed by tower-

ing hedperows mean-

clers ofl the main rosd
i“.ﬂ '|:r-|.'!|'1 T '|.'i||:I5..:|.' aof ".".'iukl:-i!.:]'u. A e lame I il.'ﬂ.:-'
enters a wood, it becomes a lealy tunnel bound by an
ancient stone wall where ferns and wildillowers have
found a tenuous hold, Then it slowly begins 1o climls,
and the hedgerows open to reveal verdant pastures dot-
tedd with mares and foals whose distant views extend
across the valleys toward Dartmoor. Further down the
lane a gate leads o the iw-covered main stables whose
subtle desipn clemenis = a crescent mcon and s mo-
saie iles, and hanging lantermns = lend an exotic hing of
the East to the traditgonal design.

he countryside may be beantiful, the views sul-

lime, but it is the extraordinary quality of the hors-
s which make Halsdon wnforgenable. The herd fea-
tres a selection of the linest blocdlines, including Pol-
ish, Russian, and Egypuan, and a plethora of British,
European, Nations Cup, and World Champions grace
the pastures and paddocks, How did omne part-Araly
:,;l.']:“rl:.: :1-:'-:||Ii.|l:1|. alrmest Il1irl1_.' VIS Ao lesned e oores ol
thie world s greatest collections of Arabian horses? As a
group of mares and foals gaher on @ hillside, cars
I:l-l'it'ln.'ﬂil in welcome, the answer secms o e o e

Beamtiful dark eves.

... the spellbound horses walking
warm oul of the whinnying green
stables onto the fields of praise. ..

Divlam T hosias



% | 4
N
1

In the eyes ol thiee mae-
ble  Arabian
Shirley Watts discov-
ered all that she loved
aboun

maore. Like many who

horse,

horses  andd
have expericnced the
delights of this cele-
brated breed, she was
astemished by their re-
sponsiveness, When an Arab horse tums its hewd 1o
ok @t voun, thiere is an overwhelming sense of contact,
of understanding. They crave love and affection, and
actively seck the companionship of humans even when
among other horses, balancing a haughty pride with an
equal measure of grace and kindness, A successtul re-
lationship with an Arab horse must not be abow con-
tral or domination, but rather a true pariership; when
treated with respEecl amd love these ]1l‘_--1| hoarses re-
spored with the full measure of their hearts and minds.

6]”.- ancient Aralb poet Shahwan wrote that his ma-
re “rerries e fe e realms aecessibie foopome ather ™, St
premely aware of their environment, an Arab horse
seems o take preat jov in sharng the sights and
sounds of nature with their rider, creating an intimate
conversation without words, Once vou bave cxpernien-
cod that feeling, there is simply no mrning back.

Hj'
L

,-‘I.fj'ay the woeerm winds qf heaven blow
.-:n_-I,I’H:; upon your stable. ..

Cherokee Hlore Blosing
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The futare of Hals-
don Arabians was
forever influemced
i P9ET when Char-
lic and
Watls were  capli-
valed by two stone
ning Polish Arabi-

ans  which  swep
the European Championships that year. Deter-
mined 1o explore the source of such extraordi-
mary horses, they visited the great Polish siuds of
Jandaw Podlaski and Michaldw and experienced
Ill,l: SEETRsET !I’ ll..H:E.I'iiFII :|1|r| E:I] iil.l:' 'l'-'l'lii'l'l SUAT |'|.:|.I|'||:I

these historical breeding Gwms, Thercalter they

alhurley

began to make regular pilgrimages to the Polish
National Show and Sale, and selectively enlarged
the Halsdon herd with premier breeding stock
from the Polish studs, Many of these horses went
on o win numcrous international champi-
onships, and soon, when someone uttered the
FISLIENE" kl:‘ll'\.ll.-lil:l. i | 'a'i"h.ii”l -Iil :11:,||h;t"«:1_"| lﬂ:ﬂ'i"-.ll. Iil_".||_[-

s carme o e,

|.i|l1|||III!l' II'IE' IiH LS 1|‘| El'all"'d |.|.:||'| L I'lal.!l,_"l'il. !-Il:llll
@nilnph‘ collecting great horses 1o breeding
them. As a talented soulpror, Shirley Watts has an
astute eve, a necessily for ANY S sl brecder
She also understands the requirement for serious
studly amd rescarch, and continually secks o ex-

iH

pand her knowledge. The addition of the exqui-
site black stallion Simeon Sadik, for example, led
Shirley to an appreciation of the straight Egyptian
Arabian. Already familiar with the Egyptian blood
of Palas in her Polish horses, she carefully chose a
group of Egvptian mares for the herd. Quality.
however, not bloodlines, remains the fooos of the
stuel, and several additional bloodlines of Araba-
ans are also selectively represented at Halsdon.

hile breeding horses requires vast determi-

nation, and the joyous rewards are some-
times tempered by heartbreak, both Shirley and
Charlie find great pleasure in the blessed renewal
of life represented by each year’s foal erop.




Many of the initial
Halsdon Arabians
were champion rid-
den horses, and as
Shirley amed Charlie
Watts began 1o col-
lect soamee of thie best
Arabian horses in

the world, they re-
tained a great emphasis on athleticism as well as
beauty. Stallions are ridden as part of their daily
routine, and youngsters sent (o the racetracks of
Poland 1o test their tractability, stamina, and char-
acter. In addition to her many duties managing the
stud, Shirley also nides a beloved mare each day,

S Oy

e by
S -"l, L g

611:* Halsdon horses have garmered countless
championships and continue o do o, yet
showing 15 not a primary impetus of the stud.
While competition with other horses can be a
aluable measure of breeding success, victory is
sometimes achieved at the expense of the horse,
At Halsdon, young horses are never subjected o
the undue stress required for extensive show
|Ill'|],'|_ f.']'l'lFl.,liH”"i_ .||n!‘| even mature II! FISES ATC (k-
Iy selectively shown, In every case, the health and
well-being of each animal always akes prece-

dence,

-ﬂ}:'.
[ AT A l.. m'?ﬂ;'.-qﬂ-
PRER R

Steeeds, steeds, what steeds!

Has the whirlwinid
a home tn your manes?

Mikols Copol
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SHF Pearlie Mae with her 2002 colt by Piechur




Shirley Watis believes
that  humans  may
reach a true wnder-
standing with our fel-
loswe amimals i the
mear fiture; achicving
a meamingful level of
commiumication, Only
then wall we realize
animals are not really
mach different from
us, and sadly, we may finally become aware of the crucl-
ty mankind has perpetuated among the creatures shar-
ing our earth.

Ol:u' a horse arrives at Halsdon, however, any =
tales in their lives are relegated to the past. Here
each horse has an kdyllic home and is treated with dig-
nity and respect, regardless of show nng Gume or breed-
ing prowess, Despite the Gt that some of the most covs
e Arabiang in the world resice here, Hhir’ll;'}' Wans
cheerfully proclaims that her Gvourite horse is the
haorse she's with at the time,

21



The beautiful horse is the one
which combines everything that
is characleristic of a horse with

regenrd Lo affearance,

boedy colowr, beautiful

movemend and tractability...

The beauly of each object lies jusi
in its characteristic perfection.

Tha= I'.E"I" COmiEy
Persian mvstie, AlCGhiazah

.neither the Bucephalus of Alexander, nor the
Cid’s Babieca, could be compared with him.

Miguel de Cervantes
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Simeon Sadik s the
archetype of the Ara-
hian breed: an ex-
Lravagant |!|-|'r|'l|‘:|_'g.'.|| ol
1."|.'|:'|':|.' I:!i."-ll:l'ill.H' attrik-
wie of his kingd. His
eves are the decp
wells of mystery that
demand of the fal-
con, “escend or [
shall come up to you...” His skin is a taut sheath of
chony silk caressing an exquisite head, elegantly
arched neck, and fine-boned legs, In repose or mo-
Lo, his :»'.1]-||:'11|:|u|,t| worntled tear verses from the heads
ol pocts, and brng tears of joy o the finest sculplors.
Sadik springs from the linest pure blood of Egypt
andd ',|.|.l:|t|::|11;|.:r'|t lver hias 1.'1::!!11’11"'!:’!:'11 the show riug:: of
many nations, he scems almost not of this earth. One
can imagine him as the magical stallion in the Tales
of the Arabian Nights of whom it was said, “You have on-
Iy to climb on his back and wish yourself anywhere in the
toertd = amd o matter how far the distanee, in a Tash of
time too short to count, you will find yourself there. ..~

This king flies away from you

Ye mortals

He is not of the earth
He is of the sky.

From the Cld Kingidom Pyramid Texes

=4
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A vision in white,
Gl Radiant secems
apthy mamed. Kot
only does his en-
paging  character
shine forth to de-
light all who meet
him, but his pedi-
pree is alse a re-
flection of  the
finest horses of the famed Gainey breeding pro-
gramme of America. His sire, Gai Parada, was a
L5, National Champion Stallion and his pedigree
1% a concentrated Bblend of Ferson and Aerafl sire
lines, The hi.uj_{lq onteross i o Badiant's ]'i'“l;,';l,!_"{"
is the Polish mare Paleta, a lovely Comet daughter
oul of a MNabor daughter. His ancestors were
renowned for producing outstanding vpe and
t't'l!!l.‘\.s.il'lg well with a ".'..’Il'i.l:"l!-' ol |!!|!|::||::|l:1|i|:|-e'.\. :||11_|f f.}c.l.i
Eadiant’s own ability as a sire was recently validat-
ed when his offspring emenged victorious in the
Sire Produce Group at the 2002 British Nationals.

% T

There on the tips of fair fresh flowers
Jeedeth he; how joyous is his neigh, there,
in the midst of sacred pollen hidden, : _

all is he; how joyous is his neigh. ' : A% ¥ s ' L vy ay

MaNAp Song

Eu'.tl Fl-adtam {Ga Parau:'.la X Jep Hadr.mmfl 199!3 Gy ‘_5.1al WO



A stallion of won-
derful type and
harmony, Garsal
brings 1o mind the
origin of the Ara-
bie word For horse,
which means 1o
take pride in one's
Carriage. An an-
cient text elabo-
rates, " i the nature of the Aval horse to Lake fride i
uarlking.  He loves his groom, and fpleases his master™.
Representing the sire line of the legendary Nazeer
through his grandsire Palas, he also boasts multi-
ple crosses o the great Polish sires Negatiw and

. I : Comet, and traces in @il female oo the illustrions

broodmare Canaria. Foaled in Germany, Garsal

was named German Mational Champion Stallion

_‘7‘k in 1999, a victory popular with judges and specta-
g s alike, He was also o successful sire in that

" | E- country before coming o England where he was

again victorious in the show ring before joining

the illustrious ranks of the Halsdon stallions.

...and the eye could scarcely realise his beauty
For, when gazing at one part, the
eye was drawn away by the
perfection of another part.

Froomn thee Pocrm of Tmma al Chais
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Piechur (Banat x Peerzeja) 1979 G

resy Stallion

Fiechur is the king,
and like most Arab
stallions e seems
o possess an in-
SUMCLIVG AWAreTHess
af  his  status  as
monarch of Hals
dlon Arabians, He
never demands an
aehepee raibier
I'||"'| l':";.[lal.l.:llilil:ln.ll:i' h!:';l.l.ll\ '.IItE] 11!‘!1‘|i.rll'rll:'l' Hi.ll:l]hl"a
draws a steady strecam of admirers o pay homage
Bred at Janow Podlaski, Picchur began his waine-
ning ways on the macetracks of Poland, where he
was victoriows in 11 of his 13 siars and was v
Palizh Bacehorse of the Year His hjﬂ'._ CONlOrma-
ton, amnd exiravagant movement also ensured o
stellar show carcer, and he has been named a U5,
Top Ten Stallion, All Nations Cup Champion, and
UK Inmernational Champion. As a sire Piechur
consistently produces both beauty and athletic
ability, and his offspring have attained national -
tles i sevieral countres, Buot perhaps most impor-
1atl1|t:|'| E’il.": III.I:I i"a ir I.'.,I'H.IIIE"I. I'I:I| I|I'\-| FERAAD 'a'-l_'!ll'l'”'\. L End L EES
perament, a splendid inner refllecton of his ow-

warc beauty,

A horse is a thing of such beauty. ..
none will tive of looking at him as long

as he difpe’ﬁ}'.i himself in his splendour.
'!'q:rnlllllll'n_ B0 5L




Like the finest of
wines, Pilot s a
stallion who steads-
Iy improves with
age, Noamaed Pohsh
Mational .||,|||iI:1r'
l::|:l'.1|'|'|.i!|5u|'t. liis zt-
tribaites were remd-
ily apparcnt even
in his youth, yet
only in the bloom of maturity has he realised the
full potential of his powerful beaoty and come
manding character. From one of Poland’s most
celebrated dam lines, and the 2on of a Polish Ma-

trearial {:tl;lllt!!iﬂ-ll mre, il COnes % 1o .\LI:I":II';.‘il'
that Pilen has already sired numerows winners, in-
clisdling a Waorld Champion.  Rocently returned
from his homeland, where he was honoured o e
el @l stoeed, Pilot will be a valued contrbutor o
the Halsdon's breeding programme. A sheikh of
centunes past might have been speaking of one of
Pilot’s desert Torebears, or Pilot himself, as he de-
seriled his Gwvorite steed = “a .|'.'.-'rr1: it bk mane,
of ircamfrarable beauly and tall body, .. "

Well-bred was he, long-bodied,
oultstripping the wild

beasts in speed,

Swift to attack, to flee,

to turn, yet firm as a rock

swepl down by the torrend,
Bay-coloured, and so smooth

the saddle slips from him,

as the rain from a smooth stone. ..

Fraum the Pocim o Tmra al Cas

L

Pilot (Fawor x Pipd) 1987 Bay Stallion
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HS Pirandelo iz a
preat stallion in
the making. As a
PrOMISing young-
ster, i was decicd-
1_'|:| that he shoaild
travel o Poland
(o participate in
their  tme-hon-
ourcd  tradition
of proving tractability, soundness and athleticism

belore being wsed for breeding, Pirandelo de-
creed the racetrack a finting showcase for display-
ing his own grand style and joie de vivre. Galloping
gleciully, head amd tail held high, he showed a
haughty disdain for those foolish colts racing 1o-
wards the finish line, and plaved instead to the ad-
:|'|'|i|:'i|'|j.: croveds m the HIHIITI\HI,I:HIH, In thas, of
course, he emerged victorious, Combining the ¢l-
cgant grace of his dam Pikicta with the powerful
beauty of his sire Filot, Pirandelo is surely a young
prince who will be king.

HS Pirandelo (Pilot x Pikietal 1999 Bay Stallion

. he s pure air and fire;
and the dull elements of earth
and water never appear in him. ..

Willzam hluhrq WATE
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Platoon vigilantly
walches for the
moment  Shirley
Watts enters the
stables, and when
he spics her, sum-
mons her cagerly
1o his side,  Bred
i Holland, he was
a Junior Champi-
on in Belgium before his exportation to the LK.,
where he garnered the supreme honour of
British Mational Champion stallion. For Halsdon
he has sired a Junior Female International Cham-
pion at Towerlands, and from Shirley’s beloved
riding mare, Melisha, a British National Champi-
on Colt. Both his sire and dam trace in taal female
to the famous *PT family of Jandw Podlaski, one of
the most important dam lines in the Halsdon pro-
gramme. Platoon is truly a wonderful siallion who
has ennched the lives of all who know him.

... His lines were beyond all wonder.

Steel and velvet grace!

From the prick of his ears to the flow of his tail he arched in my throat and eyes.

... Oh, marvellous with the drifting clouds he drifted across the skies!

William Rose Bende
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O the white horse
the Arabs say,
“This is the mount

of kings... take

the white (ke o sifk
flag, with a ring
of black skin

around his eves. ..’

Carmarguee x Liana El

-t

Ali Knamsin

| &
=k = s

Shaklan) 1996 Grey Stallion




.. thas most noble beast
ts the most beautiful,
the swiftest and of the
highest courage. . s
long mane and tail
adorn and beautify
him. He is of a fiery
lemperament,

but good tempered,
obedient, docile and
well-mannered.

Pl Garcia Concde, 1655
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“You should pudge
korse more by his
charaeter and mornl
aitrrbutes thean f.l_'g' fiis
afpearance,”  said
the Bedowin lorse-
men of nmes past,
and Endel is a swon-
derful example of
a stallion whose
h{';qu[:,.' anl t|uaii1.1_r is e hed by an cqually :iul:wrh
disposition. Royally bred by the Michaliw Stud of
Poland, his sive is the legendary Palas, and his dam,
Elwira, traces in tail female to the Saqlawi founda-
tion mare, Milordka. A gorgeous mover, with no-
ble carriage and an abundance of type, Endel was
honored as Polish Reserve National Champion
siallion in 1993, as well as Intermatonal Beserve
Champion at Towerlands in the UK

He trois the air;
the earth sings when he touches it;
the basest horn of his hoof is more
musical than the pifre of Hermes.

William ."-h.l.'l-::'-.|m~.|:q-
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HS Etiquette (Simeon Sadik x Etenta) 1999 Grey Stallion |

i p .

42




* David, Prophet of
Crod, loved horses
greatly, and when-
ever he heard a
horse  mentioned
by age, beauly or

- speed, he would
send after it, until he gathered one thousand
horses. In that day of the world, there were no
more than this. When God seized Dauvid,
Solomon inherited these horses, and sat in
the throne of his father and proclaimed, "My
father could not bequeath me a treasure I
would love more than these'. Solomon kept
the hovses, and bred them, and called for
them one day, saying, Show them to me so
that I might recognise them by their mark-
ings, their names, and their strains’. He
stayed looking at them until the sun had set
behind the veil. There was no precedence for
thetr magnificence. ..

From the ]-I‘hn'n!l.lrg.' TR T
of Al shry Abd al Babhman ibn Hudhoad al Anclalisi
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“ The Mares

How sunft is she
of the beautiful countenance

No horse can surpass her in flight
save only her reflection.

Look how marvellous her legs.
Behold her pleasing shape

which attracis the eye of all who see her.

Heavy burdens she bears lightly
over distances near or far.
Broad is her forehead,
her intelligence heen. ..

Shahwan's Trilwie o his Bedoin war amars

Pracy’
41
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her own worth. .
Her life was by -
turns filled with

shining moments

and unbearable

sacdness, ver even

in the face of ad-

versity. her  re-

markable greatness stull clung o her like a bless- anr
ing. A World Champion, double Enropean Cham- -.l‘“:‘:i':"'
pion, and British National Champion, she effort- . _-_::(

lessly conquered the international show nng in Y

her earier years, While Halsdon was privileged 1o

own this great mare during her twilighe of her life,

Filarka was equally Blessed o have found such a

loving: home as her s She was a mare of power-

ful F:I-I;,':l':'..llll'tillil}' = almost like a stallion in her force-

fulness of character = neighing and siriking to pro-

claim her importance. She could also be excep-

tionally charming, then, with an imperious toss of

her head, dismiss her audience and gallop away.

Yet her trite greatmness is perhaps best summed up

by her last selfless act. Pilarka, obviously ill and in

greal pain, patiently waited to leave this earth un- a? B

til she had lovingly weaned her last foal. 2\ \-ﬂ-
NN

:::I:‘r:hi:._{' |::Il:| {:: :. \\;\\Q‘-ll
- ‘N.—l

Come, beloved mare. ..
Drink milk of the camel,
pick sweet-scented herbs. .',_x;}'\"u
And when you die, die with me. «v: —
Not downwards, but wpwards flies your soul; Loaf
then I will gallop and race with you o "xﬂ'\ Wy
across the heavenly spaces.”

Pacm of Chmaja, son of Abau-Agez o



Hail, riders on the swift coursing mounis,
those graceful purebreds with fancy saddles.
When you leave at dawn, take with you my fervent verses. ..

——— Poem by ahe 199 century Bedouin Pocicss, Dcir, of the Anasch irile

Pikicta is a poem of
amare, whose ethe-
real beawty brimgs
o mind the melo-
dious verses of the
greatest Arab po-
cis. She is also a la-
dy = dignificd and
gracious. Although
she loves people,
she demonstrates an enchanting aloofess that
merely adds o her charm, Pikieta has done every-
thing that has ever been asked of her and suc-
cocded Brillianty in every endeavounr. Inthe show
ring she has been showered with championships:
British Mational Champion, Polish Reserve MNa-
tional {:]'l.|ll'||.li|:'2|:'|, andl H.I;,'!'H_"l"'.':,' "I.‘l.rt:ul']q_l. {:hi“nl::in::ln._

o name bt a few As a broodmare she consis-
tently produces truly exceptional Toals, Pikict is
alze one of those rare Arab mares who vadiages
greatness simply standing sill; her eves filled with
secrel knowledge and ber gare seeking the far
reaches of the horizon.
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Shadm NA

Shadra MNA (El Shaklan x Hal Sheena MNA) 1991 Grey Mare




To behold the lovely
Shadra NA iz 1o be
filled with awe, How
can there be a mare
S0 exdquisite, so femi-
nine, 50 refined? Yet
she exists, the imcar-
nation of sublime
grace. In pedigree
she is an exceptional
blend of the best Arab horses of many nations. Her
sire, the great El Shaklan, represents Egyptian and
Spanish breeding. On her dam's side is a trio of al-
abaster Polish stallions who found fame in the Unit-
ed States: *Eleuzis, *Maborr, and *Aramus, as well as
the post-World War Il Polish import, *Witcz II.
Renowned American breeding programmes such as
Gainey, Selby, and Harris are prominent in her dam
Iine and in tail female she traces to the legendary
Saqlawiyah Jidraniyah mare Ghazala of Ali Pasha
Shenf., Shadra wins championships effortlessly, but
winning her heart requires paticnce and sensitivity.
First you must slowly and lovingly find your way 1o
her, and then you must wait patiently for her to give
herself 1o vou, The reward of the effort, however, is
heavenly.

The grey mare the renowned,

in the world there is none like her. ..

- her neck curved like a palm branch. ..
... er hooves fly forward faster ever than
[lies the whirhwind. ..

Fromm the "Sscaling of the Mare™ by Salame Abu Zaid




TR

Prymka, a lovely
grey Palas grand-
daughter, s sired
by the 1991 Polish
Mational Champi-
on Stallion, Wojs-
law, out of Pre-
miz, herself a Pol-
ish Reserve Se-
nior Champion
mare. A superb example of the athletic beauties
which comprise the Halsdon band of Polish
mares, Prymba has been selected 1o take a sabbat-
wal from broodmare duties o become Shirley
Wats® personal riding mare. The Chinese horse-

;;I man Tu Yu explained in 72 B.C. that "a good rider
i re Bt a ]',hi'ﬂm'ng rsnnd, _ﬁrﬂ" eriolions, amd & Sensiiive
i:" 4 ,?1.‘ hared™. Always the first to gallop in from the field

when she sees her special friend, PrymEa will find
great joy in sharing the winding lanes of Devon
" with such an ideal riding companion.

And the mares who are vidden by women
are not afraid when they see a raid coming upon them
and this shows the courage of the women who are riding
And when the Arabs knew they were going to be aftacked,
””?J' would beat the drums as a warning,
And the eyes of the mares sparkled,
because they were excited about the coming battle.

Wani's [T abowin 3 wostean and her Hadbak mare
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H5 Serenissima (Gai Radiant x Focus Seneca) 2000 Bay Mare
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HS Serenissima

A srylish bay daughter
of Gai Hadiant, HS
Serenissima is capiur-
ing hearts and ribbons
in the show rings of Eu-
rope and the UK, in-
cluding victories in her
classes at the Tulip Cup
in Holland and the
British MNationals  al
Malvern. Her dam, Focus Seneca is a daughter of the
highly successful pure Russian sire Padron’s Psyche,
and the distaff side of her pedigree also features such
luminaries as Ruminaja Ali and Ehemosabi.  Along
with HS Jasirah, Serenissima brought great honour to
her sire, Gai Radiant, in winning the Produce of Sire
championship at Malvern.

...A mare long of body, short of hair, whose spirit is unfailing,
compactly and firmly built, slender as a staff...
A bay, with her back strongly-knat. ..
her sives have lifted her line to the best of strains. ..

\\\\\\\.\ From the Musranicl of arsd
t""

I

Ving

RO

Vi



Baja iz the hidden mare, a treasure from Poland whose modest de-
meanor and quicscent femininity somewhat obscured her tmie potential - |
as a younger mare. Thankfully, her impending greatness was recognised, |
and she now adoms the pastures of Halsdon where her grace and beau-
ty. like the petals of a delicate flower, have unfurled o reveal a young
queen. The supreme sires of Poland are found in her pedigree, includ-
ing Probat. Aswan, Bandos, and Comet, and she should prove to be a stel-
lar contributor to the Halsdon broodmare band, Yer Baja remains a
somewhat reserved mare, exhibiting a quict beauty in her stables. In mo-
tion, however, she is bold and exciting, an authentic * daughter of the wind”.

Baja (Famir x Bajeczka) 1996 Grey MMare

. purebred mares, whose ancestors were numbered among our tribes from ancient times. ..

One would say they were like gazelles grazing in the valleys. ..
To see them is to forget the authors of one’s days!

Anecient Arabic :-3'-n-1|.;|;,






Egna (Eukalipius x Egzrotyka) 1992 Grey Mane
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It seems rathes
I“ﬂ.""\-'.l'l'l'lpll.ltlﬂ'\ 18]
describe a mare
such as Egna, as
hiesr beauty  and
charisma so elo-
1|l|:l:'|ll|'. H.E]r.'lk\. | an
iself., The vwmdis-
putcd star of the
2000 Polish Pres-
liEe auciion, she s a danghter of the celebrated sire
of champions, Eukaliptus, and hails [rom the pres-
IiEiu;';llu. S:Iqlh‘h‘i dam line of Milordka, metcule p1_|a|1_.'
p;ﬂ;-r-.-ﬁl by the Michaldw Std, Epna, represent-

'||:'|,H yel another jewel in the crown of Halsdon's Pol-
ish beauties, has already dazeled audicnces and
Judges alike, and now shines brightly as a prizced ad-
dition o the broodmare band ar Halsdon.

And I came down riding,
my mare’s neck held loftily
as a palm fruit-laden:

woe lo the gatherer!

Swift was she... galloped

she how wrathfully. ..
Thrusteth her neck forward,
shaketh her reins galloping;
[flieth as the doves fly bound
[or the water-springs.

The Golden Ode of Labid, translaied
by Sir Wiallricl Blunt after Lady Anne Bibaere

54



Giai Bacliant Hope,
a daughier of the
L5 MNanonal Fa-
1|:||:i|:l.' {:|'|:|||'|.|ri|.:||'|,
{:'al.i. .'l'ulli‘l""lﬂh.llul.ll. ih
a magnilicent ox-
ample of the high-
Iv sucoessiul vusce of
LA Matonal Re-
serve  Champion
Bey Shal as an onteross for intensely Cainey-bred
mares. But a closer look at her lincage reveals a
fascinating saga of Arabian horse history. In
18935, 45 Arabian horses came from Syria by
arcangerment of Abdul Hamid I, the repnang Sal-
tan of the Ouoman Empire, to participate in the
Chicago Workd’s Fair. A tragic fire led w the fi-

I'|.,|I'|-I_i;\l ||:Ii|l Ehl |I'|1" 1"I11|.I;'.I."¢1I-I_II all“l. l!!i' hlll'ﬁ"l'l.'il!l'i:

Dorses were sold in America, never o remrm Lo
thiewr desert homeland, In her @il female line,
Gai Radiant Hope traces 1o the mare Mejdme, a
Ruibailaly Ajuz from the Anazch iribe who was part
ol thiis LR o horse=, as well as the Tirst Arabian
1 be registered in the United States,

;.n..;"_- .'E."."'J-u"_’
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My very own queen. ..
my beloved, my bright moon;
.-'ﬁf{'; inlimele companton, my one and all,
sovereign of all beaulties. ..
My spring, my joy, my gliltering day,
my exquisile one. ..

Poseam o (hee O3 poman Sultas, Saboyiman the Magnificent

(5TH)
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Gai Radiant Hope (Gai Radiant x Gai Anastashah) 1993 Grey Mare
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Maesta (Partner x Maskotka) 1990 Grey Mare




Maesta is a sensitive mare, and responds best
1o those with a quiet, gentle nature who un-
derstand the subtleties of gaining her confi-
dence.  However she also craves attention,
and knows exactly how to draw the eye of po-
tential admirers. Proud and beauwiful, Maes-
12 was named Reserve in Poland™s most pres-
tigious championship for mares in 1997, Her
sire, Partner, was Reserve National Champion
Stallion of Poland and Europe, and her dam,
Maskota, is a treasured Bandos daughter. In her tail female line she repre-
sents the breeding of Count Drieduszyeki’s Jezupol Stud, from which Jandw
Podlaski acquired several prominent foundation mares, Maesta's family traces
to the mare Sahara, imported to Poland from Arabia in 1845,

«tg W Maesta

... her noble endurance and her impetuosity. ..

carry her to the front of the dash of the galloping steeds. ..

. she has been fined down by training, she is like a young gazelle. .
her muscles and upper parts firmly knit,

her lower limbs made nimble and light. .. "



Lcila, a tall, siri-
king grey  mare
with an exceptio-
nally long neck
and smooth body,
is sired by the Ame-
rican=bred Mono-
gramm, a Megatrag
2o out of the
-|'|_I.Ile:|;'|| ol RII."-.‘\i.‘II'I
mares, Monogramma. Leased by the Michaldw
st in Poland, Monogramm marked the returm
of the Mood of Bask to his homeland, and the re-
sults were truly spectacular. In the year 2000, four
of the World Champions at Paris, all bred in Po-
land, were sired by Monogramm, an unpreceden-
ted accomplishment. Leila’s dam, the Palas daugh-
ter Linda, i also the dam ol Larss, a Beserve Se-
nior Champion in Poland, and her pedigree fea-
tares two crosses o Negativ through his celebra-
tedd soms Salon and MNabor

" Because the Arabian horse is so
honourable, they were chosen to be
ridden by angels. It is said that when
the angel Gabriel was sent to Moses to
tell him that he would be inspired by
God after forty days, Gabriel was
riding a hovse called ‘life.” In fact, any
divine personification of life shall be
moulded in the shape of a horse,

the reasons being nuwmerous...”

Sheikh Mobammad alBakhsi AL Halabd an his 1150 cenpury
work cmbitbed, “Sketches on Coursens of the |||_|_'.I||_'-.| Baeedi ”'.II-‘
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Emilan

Emilda, as impe-
rious as  she s
woneleriul, = the
1|I|:I'illlt'h‘\.l'l1ri'.l| P
lish H.l::ﬂ.m'i TTEATE,
The queen of the
1 Polish Presn-
me sale at Jandw
Podlaski, she was
bresed ar Michaldw
and wois tence Beserve Mational f'.||:1||||_|-iu|1 _"n.];u'vl_'

of Poland. Sired |‘:lf|.' the Probat somn, Pamir, o su-
pert racehorse, World Cup and Polish National
Champion, Emilda represents the famous "E” line
through her dam Emanacja, herself a World Ju-
nior Champion and Polish Rescrve National
Champion. Emilda is a mare of such quality it
seems impossible o imagine one could ever im-
VOV L her: a .-.i|::|;|_!|!-e- sl 1,':;|1|;ﬂ 1o her oo ima-

gnilicence would be a worthy dream,

Ermilgda (Pamir x Emanacja) 1990 Grey hMane

* Your eyes are the Hystery. ..
your hair full of forgetfulness,
your face fure frraise.”

I-l'r.lllul-ﬂln Eanma
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Estradamura

Estradamura is a
mare who likes
to keep 1o her-
self and simply
enjoy a gquict life
in the pastures
of Halsdon, A
champion mare
of pure Folish
Saqlawi bloodli-
nes, sheis by Falswfikat, senior sire at Michaldw for
two vears, and a son of Argo out of the Palas
danghter Fantaska. Estradamura’s dam, Esmeral-
da, is a Bandos daughter with two crosses 1o Ne-
gativ, racing in tail female to Milordka.

“Pastures of the moon, keefr mny Beloved,

Keep the foyful, the Playful, the Brave.

Voice of the Earth, and Song of the Stars
Unite in my heart and carry its echo

Through the voiceless night...”
The Paein of Shaiklh Bayes

by




Epruwetka, an ¢x- ]
ceptionally  pretty 1 LGRS
mare and cham- :
pion in the show

ring, is a grand- i 1
‘r 1
i

i

danghter of Peni-
tent, the World
Champaon stallion '
whose beawry and p
auialiny Led Shirley

& .

horses. Bred by Janow Podlasks, Eprowetka’s dam,
Euzebia, is a daughter of Palas out of Europa, full
sisler Lo i':-l.ﬂiillilrrlﬁlt, and daughter of one of Po-
lanel s most Gimows broodmatrons, Eunnice, %

&

and Charlie Wans o travel 1o Poland in search of :
k

“..all in front of the wind,
and scalterin & clouds around her...

her mane like trees in a temprest. ...
R.I¥, Bilsc kmoore







Fhe bay beauty Marguerita HS boasts 3 Iineage of Egvptian luminanes
Sired by the peerless Simeon Sadik, her dam, Maartrabbi, is a daughter
of the leading Egvptian dam of champions and legendary beanty, RIYM T F’.
Maar Hala. This Koheilah Jellibivah mare line is Gmed throughout the =
world for large, beautiful eves, smooth bodies, and loving dispositions.
"'-|,|::'||||_'||r.|'h 1_;|.||1|1|i\'|:|1', Al Menmbdn, bredd by the famons Gleannloch
stiued in America, was ihe onlv son of the cthereal “Maoralic owul of @
*Morafic daughter. His progeny were also well known Bor their superh
dispositions as well as athletic abilities in a vanety of disciplines.,

i L e e
' i I'-"'* "I';-!'."

.1...1. -

The path of purple, sprinkled with dew. ..

... mated to the strength of thy :_-;E.PHHI

Watering by the pool above the thundercloud

Aned {1‘514;{ dowmn beside the shadow uf the g‘n’r".tl!' rock
R in the Prersture .uf cemomile, I':THH;’HE”K f}f miilk.

L s ;
x"L Dieam in thy sleep...
ﬂ 1:‘-‘} The Foem of Shaikh Beyes
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HS Marquerita (Simeon Sadik x Maartrabbi) 2000 Bay Mare
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The fleabitten
grey s favoured
by the Arabs, who
sy that horses
blessed with this
colour possess ¢x-
ceptional  guali-
tics. The Palas
daughter Wioleta
i a living testa-
ment o this belicf. An extremely feminine and
graccful mare, she is a superb example of why Pol-
ish mares are prized throughout the world, Wio-
leta’s dam, Wendeta, was a winner at the Euro-
pean championships as well as the dam of nation-
al champions in Italy and Argentina, In il fe-
male, Wicleta traces 1o Lezginka, bred at the
famcd Antoniny stud, and sired by a stallion im-
ported to Poland by Count Porocki.
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':_;PﬂgEﬂnu, the most splendid gifts, and |
the most desirable possessions...” (

From the 11 conury manuscripe
of Sheikh Mohammad al-Bakhsi Al Halabd
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Espiacja, with her
powerful trot and
commanding  pre-
sence, exhibis the
charisma which mas
de her are Monoe
gramm an  unfor-
peuable presence
in the show ring,
One of many fine
Monogramm daughters bred by Michalow, her
dam Estradamura also resides an Halsdomn.

If someone assures you that a horse flew,
ask what colour she was, and if you are
told chestnut, then believe it. When she
Jlies under the sun, she is the wind....

Arab Proverh






Gai Radiant Dream

i Badiant Diream
is a daughter of
LS amd Canadian
Mational Clhiame-
pion mare, Gaishea
and three-quarter
sister to Canadinn
Mational Cham-
pion and U5, Top
Ten, Gai Monarch.
A elass winner af the Brinsh Nationals, she = a
. . ‘. Beawtiful reflection of the acclmmed American

breeding programs of Gainey and Varian Arabians.

The Arabian horse, having been originally
created oul of the wind, reflects the suprema-
ey of the element of air over the other three el-
Emenis f_rf refure: ﬁrr, earth, and wealer. ..

Frasnn e 1 |'hI CEmnLur |1|.|.|:||n|.l|||-1
of Sheikl Mobammasd al-Baklai A1 Hakals
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Gai Radant Dream (Gai Radiant x Gaishea) 1993 Grey Mare




SHF Pearlie Mae

The expression in
the eves of SHF
Pearlic Mae is a
balm o thie soul,
I.I.!!Iil whitle her exol-
i1 I'::I'I'I:"Iill':'?ﬁ"ﬁ Ty I:I.'
the imitial atrac-
L, it 15 her amae-
imgly sweel clurc-
ter which 1 truly
bewitching. A vision of beauty, type, and feminin-
ity, Pearlic Mac capiured many of the greatest
show honowrs in the Arabian breed, including
Bratish Natonal Champion, Ewropean Champion,

and World Champion mare. Like any regal
maonarch, she enjovs holding courn, and has a
miagical way of summoning people (o ber siall. Ye
shice also has tremendous .\IIrH:L:IH ol character and
is dlecisive abowt doing things her own wayv i her
own time. 15 any hbuman behaviouwr should ever
drop below her standard of dignity, she simply
puernes soway aned refuses o loeok m the direction of
the offender. SHE Pearlie Aae i< the embodiment
of thiee pelemnl Acrabaans i,

“...free of the desert born. ..
her whiteness shimmering cool as the pearls,
etl whose stefr the very earth will light...

Farardang
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FPalastrina has the
aura of a classic
mMovic siar  poise,
elegance, beauty,
charisma, amngd an
ability 1o attract
loyal fans the mo-
ment she steps into
the spotlight,. Her
dam, Palba, 2 sale-
topping mare at the Polish Prestige sale and an in-
ternational champion, is a Penitent daughter who
traces in tail female to the Jandw Podlaski founda-
tion mare, Gazella 11 Bred by Count Dzieduszychi
and the foundress of several greae sire lines, the
story of Gazella 1T would make a fascinating movie
itself, culminating with her dramatic march from
Poland to Russia at the age of 25,

“And make imaginary puissance;
Think, when we talk of horses, that you see them
Printing their proud hoofs i° the receiving earth

William Shakcwpeare




Already a Junior Chame-
pion, supreme Cham-
[Ron and British Matio-
nals winner as a year-
hing, Jasirah is a char-
ming filly of great pro-
miise, Her sive is Gai Ra-
cliant, andd her oam, SF
Hidleden _Ii".".'l:'l., i%

Amencan-bred mave of

’
H S a\Sl rﬂl/l primanly Russian and Polish lines from onc of the grea-
1 - . test champion-producing dam lines in the United Staes,

H5 lasirah (Gai Radiant x 5F Hidden Jewel) 2001 Grey Mare
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f am blessed with Al Dalhma
because she creales a void

between her and the horses

who are vacing with her.

And the star has given her its light”.

The Pocm of Shahwan abour his Dahmah mare

MA Tatia is an
Egyptian queen
hailing from the
Dahmah Shahwa-
niah [amily, the
favoered  stran
of the celebrated
brecder Abbas
FPasha | of Egypt.
Her sirve, Imperi-
al Imperor, represents the bloodlines of the world-
renowned Ansata Stud, and his pedigree features
twe of the most beautiful stallions ever to leave the
land of the Pyramids: *Morafic and *Ansata 1bn
Halima. Her dam, AK Tauma, 15 a daughier of
Moniet el Sharaf, a stallion intensely linebred o
the infamous Moniet el Nefous, Elegant and
proud, MA Tata iz a beautifully balanced mare
who was named a Scotisdale Top Ten yearling Glly
before her departure from the United States,
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Tilfaha was vet an-
other Halsdon mare
whose grace, femi-
mimity, and beauty
was simply bevond
compare. A product
ol one of the linest
Egyptian breeding
|:||'1||.;|:':I|'|'||I!|r5-. i the
warld, Eatharnen-
hof owned by De, Hans Nagel, Tilfaha was a daagh-
ter of his amous stallion, Jamil, out of the beauti-
ful impored Egyptian mare, Taghreed. Like her
dam, she possessed a beantifully chiselled Gee with
large, expressive eves, and her clegance and quali-
iy ecarned her the honour of both F.IZII'I::IIH‘:"'I- anl
World Champion mare. A kind and gracious mare,
Tiffaha was the cpitome of her kind, both in ap-
pearance and character. With the pressures of the
show ring relegated to a distant past, Tillaha spent
the last years of her life grazing peacefully in the
pastures of Halsdon, a vision of grace.

HH

Tiffaha (larmil x Taghreed) 1981 Grey Mare

“Thou appearest beautifully on the horizon of heaven,

.- Thou hast filled every land with thy beauty.

Thow art gracious, great, glistening, and high over every land...
no one knows thy going. ..

frevm Akhenaten’s Great Hymn to the Aen
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Like the ancicnt
In-{:':n-'lw. aof the re-
gion for which Hlyr-
im is el the Ar-
bian horse has tras-
elled many lands
aneed Distened 1w the
melodies of many
Lnguages,  Illyria’s

heritage is that of

b the Pashas of Egypt from the finest horses of Na-
jd in the Arabian peninsula. Her sire, Simeon
Sadik, is arguably the most beautiful black Arabian
the world has ever known. Her dam, Imperial Tm-
phavana, is a dapghter of Ansata |1'|1F!u:'|'i:l| ol ol
Imperial Phanadah, whose dam was the incompa-
rable *Pharrah. Like many voung Arabians, partic-
ularly those of Egyvptian bloodlines, Hyria is a filly
who is destined 1o gracefully mature into the full
§oa promise of the beany proclaimed by her heritage.

T‘/' the rare Egyptian Arabian; her ancestors selected
.
\

... there is no one like her.

She s more beauliful than any other.

Look, she is {ike a star goddess arising

al the beginning of a hapfy new year;
billiantly while, bright shinned;
One looks al her passing by, .. "

Lowve Paosem froem a 3000 veas-old E B |'.|.|1l\. Tyin

Go
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There is an old
Polish  saving
that stanes, “A
men nithonf o
fearse 15 fike &
Ilr.u{'r gerfhaid o
worrd ™ As e
flonrashed dur-
img the Middle
Ages,  Poland
Iearned that equine reasures from the East
were the finest enlightenment for a man’s soul.
Further contact with Arabian horses came
about in the mid-16% century when the existing
Polish-Lithuanian government reached a treaty
with the Sultans of the Ouoman empire. Soon
the anstoecracy of Poland began to collect and
breed Arabian horses, and  dissatishied with
those amimals .il.l;'l:!l]il'l:'i_l. ”"”‘"'Hh {'_v_i:-.l'iuH lr;||:|1_"

routes, began their own treks 1o the deseris of
the Middle East.

“Take wupon you the mares!
Their backs are a sanctuary,
and their wombs are a treasure.”

A haclich of (lee |:'||.|-i|-l|-|'l: Stuhamirmod (FBLTE)
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Egna (Eukaliptus x Egzotyka) 1992 Grey Mare

Poland, of all Eu-
ropean  nations,
was the first 1o
recognise the su-
perior qualities of
the Arabian. More
importantly, how-
ever, they were not
content with sim-
ply improving  na-
tive bloodstock through use of desert blood, but
sought to preserve the genetic strength of the best
krhatlan horses, as they were known, by selectively
breeding these purebreds. Few countries have en-
dured more peolitical upheaval than Poland, yet
amazingly, descendants from several of the origi-
nal stud farms stll exist today in the pedigrees of
Polish Arabians.

he Shvweta stud, which iz Poland's oldest,

traces its writlen history w Prince Sanguszko
whose horses won intermational awards as carly as
the 1867 Waorld Exhibition in Paris, Prince San-
puszko's enthusiasm for the Arab breed also in-
spired another Polish nobleman, Count Erewuski,
to mount his own expedition o the desert in the
carly 18005, An accomplished Arabist, the Count
meticulously recorded Bedouin lore, including
pedigrees and strains of their horses, as well as
training and breeding methodology.  Although
the Arabians of the great studd which Count
Farewuski founded were lost to modern breeding,
his poetry and travel accounts influenced the

voung Count Decdusavcki to continue his own
Gamily tradition of breeding Arabians, The resuli-
ing Jezupol Stud became very influential, and
many of the best Polish Arabians are descendants
of three of his most celebrated mares:  Sahara,
Mlecha, and Gazella. Modern Polish pedigrees
may alse be taced o the Bialocerkiew Stud,
owned by Count Bramicki, then commander-an-
chiel of the Polith .-1|.1':||:|.'. wliose NoraEs werse s s1e-
]'III:'I'i:I::II that an uoman sulian once  selected
steeds from amongst them. Count Potocki of the
:"|.|:Il1.:llflil:l!.' Sl was also an nfluential brecder who
eslablished both male and female lines which have
bred an in modern stock.

he Polish state stud of Jandw Podiaski was
6ﬁmn:h—:i in 1817, ane Luer studs such as
Michaldw, Bialka, and Eurosweks were also deds-
cated o brecding the finest Arabian horses. In re-
cent history there is no story more dramatic than
the survival of Arabian horse breeding in Poland
despite the catastrophes wrought by two World
Wars. The dedication of the Polish people en-
sured that not only did the breeding programmes
survive after losing nearly 90 per cent of their pre-
cious bloodstock, but Mourished in the aftermath.
rI:'{::l;hl.'g.'. horses of Polish |:|:|'1;'g'{|i|'|1.: win countless
championships arouned the world and are treas-
ured for their beawy, quality and athleticism. The
superb collection of Polish Arabians at Halsdon,
representing both Kuhailan and Saglawi types, are
the backbone of the stud.

He swims in the desert sea, my stallion
Carving the waves of sand.
Snowy peaks he ploughs
As a dolphin ploughs the breakers.
Euver faster, still faster...
Higher, still higher,

He soars from the dust like a cloud. ..

Adam Mickiewice, 1599 Cenury Polish Poet
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The Eqyptian
Heritage
at Halsdon

Shining black in the shining light,
Inky black in the golden sun,
Graceful as the swallow s [light,
Light as swallow, winged one,
Swift as driven hurricane. ..

Juliam Crendell

gt

From the introdac-
tign of the horse in-
1o ancient Egypt by
the Hyksos, to the
Islamic condguest,
the slave dynasties
of the Mamelukes,
and the Egyptian
renaissance under
MMoharmmad Al the
Great, the Arabian horse has shaped the fabric of
Egyptian history. The Egyptians, like the Poles,
consistently turned to the desert peoples of the
casl to obtain the horses that wonld define their
moal Florous momenis,

6Iw origin of the modern Egyptian Arabian
horse traces to the purest of the pure of the
Arabian desert. When Thrahim Pasha succeeded
in capiuring the al-Saud capital of Diri'vah in
1813, his spaoils of war included the fabled Arabi-
ans of MNajd, of whom the European explorer Fal-
grave wrote, “Never had [ seen or imagined o lovely a
collection. .. Their appearance justified all refrctation,
all value, all poetry...” Abbas Pasha, grandson of
the great reformer Mohammed Al of Egypt, great-
Iy admired the Bedouins, and even lived among
them for a time, absorbing their passion for the
Arabian horse. Refore his life was over, he would
become the greatest collector of Arabian blood-
stock since the time of King Solomon.

H]i Pasha Sheril was the next member of the
Egyplian anistocracy 1o devote his life to Ara-
bian horses, preserving the finest remnants of the
historic collection of Abhas Pasha. Then in 1908,
a group of roval and titded families formed the
Eoyval Agriculiural Socicty o profect what re-
maingd of this precious bloodstock, and the Soci-
ety later evolved inte the present state siud, the
Egyptian Agriculiural Organization.

oday, the Egyptian Arabian, less than three

per cent of all purebred Arabians, i an unri-
valled source of type, refinement, and clegance in-
fMuennal far bevond their scarce numbers.  The
Arabian herd at Halsdon features a select group of
these treasured horses, which are bred both within
their own lines, and oilised as a valuable outcross,

Semean Sadik (Asfour x Simeon Safanad) 19349 Black Stallkon
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Love and Compassion

for the

It is said that when
CGod spoke o the
Arab horse newly
created from the
South Wind, he
decreed, = have
prervileged thee ouer
Her rest af the beasis,
and [ make thee
masler ower B,
’J"Ji}- .fmpr:m'.:::r.m will feel compassion for Mees. ™

Gump:m.i:m for the horse is a recurrent theme
in the lore of the Bedouin., Like the intncate
patterns of an oriental rug, this essential folklore

Horse

is woven across the conturics, proscoved m a
colourful pattern of poctry, tribal history. and Is-
lamic tradition. The carly Ewropean travellers 1o
the Arab lands observed this compassion first
hand. “The Arabs never Rt their horses, ™ Arvieux
wrode, “Sul freal Dhem udih grr.l.l'.l'ﬂ.'r.\:, Joed aned coreis
thewt, falk to thers and cave for then in the most ex-
fraverd iy way,” Lady Anne Blunt lauded the mer-
its of the Bedouin as trainers, noting their steail-
fast paticnce with their horses. = Loss of temper with
a beast s nol in bheir malure, and I have never seen
them sivike or ilf-wse their mares in any way’. she
wrote. Instead, the Bedouins believed that words
or gestures were always sufficient to discipline or
animate a horse,

Love horses, care for them,
Do not grudge giving them attention.
For them honour and for them beaudy.
If the horses are abandoned by men
I shall make them enter my house;
I shall share with them my children’s bread.
My wives will dress them with their veils
Andd will shelter them with their covers. ..

B 2l Alshon
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In contrast to the
Europeans of that
period, who often
perceived  their
horses as simply
heasts of bhurden,
the Arabs thought
of their homses as
family friends.
Women and chil-
dren lovingly rearcd the foals, secialising them
within a human “herd” and in wrn, these horses
gave their best to their masters. It was not uncom-
mon for an Avab mare o e seen :lrf:-luliﬂg her
fallen rider during a raid - Kicking, striking and
biting 1o ensure his cncmics could do no further
harm.

uring the Islamic conguest, two-thirds of the
ﬂkmm‘n workd was conguersd on the backs of
the nobde Arvabian, and their riders gave lavish
eredit to their mounts, whom they believed to be
rational beings with an innate understanding of
morality. Many savings of the Prophet Muhammad
(phuh) reflect the importance of compassion and
respect for horses, Abi Hurawa relateed thar the
Prophet advised, = Wihoeoer keefes & horee for the sake af
Crod, faithfully believing in the fromise of God, then the
feeediveg of if, the walering of if, mven its urine and drofs-

“The eyes, circled by this
sad and beautiful
darkness, were 5o
sorvowful, lonely,

gentle, and nobly tragic,
that they killed all

other emotions except love. 5

T.H, White

pings, are advanlages in his weght on the Dhay of
fudgement”, Conversely it was said that thase who
wse their horses “in o aeild and reeliles uw_y" are ]'I.':|'J':'-
ocrites o their people, and *these whe do rot frodfil
the wrghis of Wee forses” backs and stomacks will find
their omissions a source of regret on the Day of
Judgement.

It is important o remember that the character-
istics prized in the Arabian are a gift from the
Bedouin breeders of centuries past. They have giv-
en s e perfect horse, whose beanty and endeanng
character have miraculously engendered devoted
puardians o perpetuate their kind in every horse-
brecding country in the world. Today, where the
show ring has in many respects taken the place of
the battdefield, it is particularly important o re-
member that the Arabian horse is not merely an
object of beaury, but a horse of great utility and
starmina, being lowval, pererous, and kind, All hors-
o5 desermve respeel anel t‘vl::-llll'r:.L'-.-.iml. Tsunt the serusi-
tive nature of the Arabian requires a special level
of n‘:-Emn.ﬂ'hll_' stewardship, The rewards of such
devotion, however, may be eternal, for Amm Ibn
Abi Ans related that the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) once advised his followers, “Keepe your
wretres, aineed Deed them o stallions, and keefr the arares
theerd wesull fr'r.li'.lr Hlres, el Farkt wlierll wrse fo Pl .ﬁ@'&ru T
els of heaver”.
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For does not the Arabian horse fly? ... Can one not feel the sculfrtor’s
thumb-mark of God along that line which runs from eye to nostril?
Is it not innocence that animates the face of the Aralian horse?
However that may be, there was a time when one of the most grace-
Sful Arabian horses borve a horn on its forehead. I have no doubt: my
heraldic beast, the unicorn, is descended from an Arabian stallion.

Dark clouds heay
with the scent of the
sea plide across the
sun, heralding the
coming  darkness,
Brightly coloured
pheasanis dart 1o
and fro, secking the
sweet sanciuary of
the woodland, O
the horizon, mares and foals graze peacefully, yet
the distance between them stowly closes; foals
drawing nearer their dams, mares seeking each
other's company. Nightfall is coming, and the
horses respond to an ancient rhythm which de-
mands a subtle apprehension of darkness,

djacent to Halsdon Manor, just across the gar-
H:!rn. is a small stable vard, purposcly placed
near the house =0 that Shirley and Charlie Warts
may enjov the comforting presence of their hors-
s, Shirley ensures that different horses have the

Waolfdiewich Schvurme

opportunity to reside here in order to receive an
added allotment of her care and devonon. On this
evening, just as wsual, she does the pight stables
herself, visiting cach of the mares and foals w dis-
pense carcsses and reats in equal measure, I is a
gquict time, The horses understand that they are
deeply loved, and in i begueath a perfect sense
of grace and ranguility to their admirer.

anrx|n'nﬂi]}' the light of the moon penetrates
an angry cloud, and a slice of molten silver il-
luminates a graceful creature of a similar hue at
thie cdpe of the wood, The heads of the mares nse
in unison, nostrils flarng, and just before the
clond obscures the light, a singular horn is re-
vealed, pointing heavenward in a shape of re-
markable perfection,

ﬁlu' horses, sulfused with a sense of love, soon
relax, munching their hay in a comforting ca-
dence. Shirley Watts simply smiles, for all is as it
shonled be,

This is Halsdon, the story of a dream come true.

The Moon of Heav'n is vising once again:

1032

How oft hereafter rising shall she look
Through this same Garden after me. ..

Froan the Bubaivar of Canaar Bhayvam
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The Photographer

(;igi Grasso s the world's
premier photographer of

Arabian horses. “Spelibound
Horsei ™15 his seventh book por-
traving this legendary breed,
and is vet another example of
his unrivaled rapport with his
subjects. A native of Italy, Gigi
has the sonl of an artst and
the savwy of an experienced
horseman, both of which en-
hance his ability to capture the distinct character of
every horse he photographs. His extensive expen-
ence in the realm of documentary filmmaking and
graphic design also ensure that his books are visual
extravaganzas. An Arab mystic once told his protégé,
“See not the horse; but the ssence of the horse”
Through the lens of Gigi Grasse, the world truly ex-
periences the joyful essence of the Arabian horse,



N The Author

Wt
30

ynthia Culberison  has

been fascinated by the
Arabian horse since child-
hood. As a young girl she swe-
cessfully trained and showed
her own Arabians, and was a
member of the US. National
Champion Team in Youth
Judging. She holds a degree in
MNear Eastern Languages and
Cultures, specialising in the
Arabic language and Islamic religion, and resided
for several years in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Cynthia frequently lectures on the history and folk-
lore of the Arabian horse, as well as contributing to
several magazines and periodicals, A member of the
board of directors of two foundations devoted to the
Arabian horse, Cynthia lives on a ranch in New Mex-
ico with her treasured “gifts of the dewrt ™ her Arabian
horses, Salukis, and a camel. “Spellbound Horses™ is
her second collaboration with Gigi Grasso,
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