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GIGI GRASSO

EHOMOGRAPHER

Gigi Grasso, photographer, was born in Italy in
1964. An expert horseman with a thorough
understanding of horses, he initially applied s
talent as a photographer to this most exquisite of
subjects. His boundless enthusiasm conpled with
his extreme professionalism bave earned bhim deep
respect tn this field. FHe has worked for many
years with national and international magazines
and bis commissions have led bim all over the
world from the Middle-East to Australia. He has
already published three swccessful books i the
"Captured in Time" series dedicated to the
Arabian horse (Egypt, Awstralta and Avabian
Stallions in Exrope). Owwer the years s hortzons
Fi T P.{Jﬂfﬂgﬂ'iﬁf}{'f ;.J{Ii-'{‘ fr.l'i"ll'h'-!d{'.l‘.l'{'{-’i, J'-l‘..i'iﬂl .{:‘{' .b.l’-l'.';
focused bis lens on other subjects e has encoun-
tered on bis travels as well as making forays into
the world of documentary making. In this bis
fourth book be demonstrates an acute artistic eye
in capturing all the colonr of Jordan and Oman,
their peaple and their life.
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HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN BIN TALAL

An Arab was once considered wealthy 1f he had a date garden and a fertile Arabian mare.
Horses have long been assoctated with the Hashemite family. From the very dawn of Islam
it was the Arabian horse that was depended wpon to carry the message acvoss three continents.
The Avablan was bred for the very values that mankind bolds sacrosanct; jﬁ:}:} !r:_ma'r_]- lo
dependability, soundness and stamma. Their fire and character is a reflection of the essence of
our region. Technology and transport have slowly phased ont the wtility of the Avabian as a
means of transport and a partner in war. The passage of time bas in no way diminished the
symbolic majesty of the animal, or from its capacity to be a friend to man.

T.Irj.r I-hw-";rmf!fﬁ, Y lf}”;“'f_}-’ ,f_;‘-g-;_;,_- H”"“Th'fi ;J::l:j Iy L;-}-;.IJ:I'};-[:.IH 'L'J';:-f”"'-"'”‘r_]'. E.I"r!{-r.l'.ig :{?H-lr .f.l'i'.-H.:'J_
tatning its spirit and tradition. We have shared our horses as ambassadors with the whole
world, and now they have conguered bearts in every corner of the planet. So many people
have campaigned too publicise the retirn of the Arabian to Avabia... | say: it never left!
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Regal Mikidel with Adam ls Wadi Arabs

Set on the brow of a stony hill, in the
clear light of Jordan, is Jaafar Stud,
owned by Majdi Al Saleb and H. R. H.
Princess Zein Bint Al Hussein, home to
one of the Middle East's most indepen-

dently minded breeding programmes.






feena
CJerrmh x Ghadeer)

al Royal Jaafar Sied

Large enough to make the most of
the genetic potential available,
and small enough for each horse to
be known personally and thor-
oughly by the owners, this is a farm
which knows that flexibility and

imagination will achieve its goal.






Krymaling
(Egon % Kwedla)
al Royal Jaafar Stud




Krymolima
{Egon x hwesta)
i Wadi Araba



Najime
{Imperial Injah x 5. N, YWasama)
with Majdi Al Saleh owner of Royal Jaafar Stud

The mares of Jaafar have been chosen mainly from the two blood-
lines in the world today most associated with classic Arabian type,

straight Egyptians and mares from the State studs of Poland.
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Jervash, Cargo, Boyal Mikhiel and Fazehra
with the Desert Patrol in YWadi Bum







Nada whil Jaalar Al Saleh

In the
former group
are daughters of
world  renowned
stallions such as Jamill,
Ansata Halim Shab and
Orashan.
Jaafar is also fortunate to
own the two famous cham-
pion  stallions  Royal
Mikbeil and AK El Sen-
nari. In the second group
are the daughters of Pro-
bat, Europeczyk and the
lovely Palas daughter
Kabala, dam of US
National Champion
Mare, Kawalka-

da.

Mada wilh Jumana Al Salch

e



Nada
(Ben Malik x Eal Elinorak)
ul Royal Jaafur Sted



However Majdi and Zein are planning not just to

make the best use of the wealth of knowledge
around the world in following straight breeding
programmes but aim to create their own defini-

tion of the perfect Arabian.

MB Kershane
(O rashan x Keraima)
at Royal Jaafar Stud






MR Artruie
(The Atticus x Royal Mahruss)
in Jerazh
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To that end the farm also includes the blood of the incompara-

ble El Shaklan, through Jordan's most successful show mare, SN
Wsama and ber collection of bomebred daughters and the first
borse of Jaafar, Jerrash, a son of Maleik el Kbeil, who ended bis
show career in 1997 with a fourth Middle East International

Champion Stallion title and a score of over 94 points.

Jumarna
{“Amr x 5 N Watama)
al Royval Jaafar Stud



Theraiyah
{Wachlarz x Krynalina)
at Royal Jaafar Stud




Flaxmau s Raja
(Dkate With Destiny x Bsa Bint Alifa)
at Royal Jaafar Sted




The classical type of the Arabian
horse also includes the ability to
perform in the climate and terrain
of bis origin. To this end Royal Jaa-
far Stud have competed successfully
in all the recent 80 - 120 km.

endurance races in Jordan.

Nafmeh
{Jerrash x Ghadeer)
al Royal Jaafar Stud

———— — —
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Rogal Mikhiel
with Saed in Petru




Majdi takes charge of the demand-
ing task of training the team of
endnrance borses, and Princess
Zein contested the first 80 km. race
berself, not only completing but
finishing in fourth place on the ex

Polish raceborse, Herl.

5 N Wanama
(lhn Extasha x Winjs Al I Amab
with H. K. H. Princess #ein Bint Al Hussein
al Boyal Jaafar Siud






Further performance creden-
tials are added into the berd by
the use of the beautiful Russian
stallion Vatican, winner of the
Russian Derby and the Ani-

mex Cup in Poland.
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Flagman's Napeera
{El Musrl Amidr x Thssanmum)
al Boyal Jaafar Sted



Picola
{Europsjceyk x Pipi
al Royal Jaafar Stad



Serrash
{Maleik El Eheil x Jaiba)
in Jerash







Neaora
Ak El Scnnari x 5, N, Wazama
al Hoval Jaafar Sted

The third chavacteristic that underlies true Arabian type is that of tempera-
ment, an affinity with man being one of the most important things that the
horse of a Bedouin conld possess. Whatever the blood-lines, it is strikingly
apparent that the horses selected for Jaafar have an intelligent, willing out-
look on life that makes them a pleasure to work with, whatever the task they
are set. Thus the goal of Jaafar Stud has been set; to breed horses of perfect

Arabian type, in beanty, in performance and in temperament.
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Flaghin
(Safeen x ME Kershana)
at Royal Jaafar Stud



MB Talvita
[ Talnaaal x Egyplian Saphire)
al the Desed Sen
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Royal Mikhiel
al Harra, cast of Jordan
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Rayal Mikhicl
with Adam in YWadi Araba







The ancient fort of Jalall against a March sky

The Sultanate of Oman bas a surface area of little

more than 300,000 square kilometres. The coastal
plains cover 3% of this area, the mountains 15%,
while the sand and rock desert covers 82%.

Muscat, the capital, presents itself as a fascinating



The Roval Palace st Muscat ‘profected’ by the iwin forts of Jalali and Mirani



bes of women™s Uraditional maiks
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Sponianeous smiles and expressdons of Omanl children



Mosques, Arab architecture, golden domes and ancient Portuguese hoyses blend barmoniously with the newer white buildings and the
whole is linked together by flowers, palms, fields, colours and scents with an order which seems far from the known Arab world. The
city, crossed by the Tropic of Cancer, is the official residence of the Sultan, whose Royal Palace situated by the sea appears to be pro-
tected by the ancient Portuguese forts of Jalali and Mirani.The Omani people, following their contact with Portuguese seafarers, have

always preferred to trade by sea, in contrast to other Arabs who have used the desert routes.

Musandam: fishing in o secluded bay...



o uging anchent lechnbques unchanged by time
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This is also linked to the important strategic geographical position of Oman with its

1,700 km. of coast. Portuguese sailors first set foot on this land at the beginning of the
XVI century after Vasco de Gama opened the maritime route to the Orient by cir-
cumnavigating the Cape of Good Hope. They dominated Muscat for one and a half
centiries leaving deep traces of their stay in the country, such as the numerous forti-

fications along the coast and the discovery and perfection of the maritime trade rontes.
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Kumzar - fixh - ihe basis of life






Skilbed Mshermen and their caich at the end of a day’s fishing
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Traditional boat on the bexch ot Kunuar




Sheep irading between Iran and Oman




Musandam, a separate region to the North of the country,
is carved out of the 1,880 m. high rocky mountains which
throw themselves beadlong into the sea of the Hormuz
strait, the link between the Persian Gulf and the Arabian
Sea. The bardness of the mountains is softened by the play
of light from the sea which continually changing bolds the
eye. The fissures in the rock form patches of light and
shadow which defined by the stone and water seem to
intertwine into infinity.

This sea is home to an enormous quantity
*" ~ _ and variety of fish and is fished even

today wsing traditional methods.

- - - =

A rest aller crossing the Horemie sirait




An encouinter on Lhe cliffs at Musandam



Fishing remains the basis of life in these waters ploughed

by the characteristic Omani sailing vessel, the
Dhow. The people of the little village of
Kumsar at the extreme point of
Musandam, live in isolation
cut off by land from
the rest of the
country. To get
there  you
have to trav- :w-r
foe
el by boat -
or by a beli-
copter provided
for the peaple by the
government. On the beach
or on the inland roads you find piles
of fish left to dry, a source of protein for both
man and animal, At Sur, the important bistorical port,
there are Dhow construction yards still making the wooden boat
traditionally used for long voyages by Omani sailors; today, as 40

centuries ago, they are constructed by assembling long planks of wood

together using ropes and joints.







Legend has it that Simbad the Sailor was an Omani and used one of these types of vessel to plough the waves

of the then known seas. He sailed to the limits of the accessible waters, encountering men, new lands and

customs and tasting strange foods as is all recounted in the mythical voyage known as the Arabian Odyssey.




The simophere of a surset at Sur
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i Migration  has  wvery

-."'=.:-1': ancient origins and allows

':_t. s these winged creatures to reach

:?ﬁ_ :" S o their nesting grounds, milder climates
RN B :

; ".I T S rﬁi}- and a more ample supply of food. Spring

and Autumn are the periods chosen for these long
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- Journeys, as they are favoured by the climatic conditions which

;“ ide the best conditions for flight. The birds follow routes linked to the environment and geograply, flying over coasts, mowntain
, ridges and deserts; the migrants that pass over Tunisia towards Europe fly over Cape Bon, a spectacular point of observation



of migrating birds of prey in the Spring to Summer period. On the peninsula of Cape Bon there is the village of El Haouaria. Here

falconry bas ancient traditions from Turk and Arab influences in the use of sparrows for the bunting of quail; this ancient art is the

result of a symbiosis which bas arisen between man and sparrow-bawk. This bird
of prey is of modest size with a small head, a very curved beak,
short rounded wings and a long rectangular truncat-

ed tail. At the same time it manages to be

swift, robust and agile, ideal for bunting

in the scrub. Its short wings, in fact,

make it an able and fast bunter

where the wood is thickest,

launching itself at bigh speeds

on black birds, thrushes and

other small insect-eating

birds.

Falcanry has anclent origing
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E;'Imﬂs feed on birds, rodents and insects and expend enormons amounts
1 ufwwbm bunting; in the chase they make great bursts of speed and
this requires great exertion in terms of energy. It should be added that in
the ﬁm‘z;gimm this bird of prey can go without food for long periods
of time and that, contrary to what one might think, only 8% of the dives
of the peregrine falcon and only 11% of the attacks of the sparrow-hawk
meet with success. For this reason, falcons must concentrate their efforts

on weaker prey such as injured , weakened, old or young inexpert birds.
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Wihalba Sands



. =
= ey ! ;
P 1 B :
.'.:I'f:" j- '-:.". n
i & e é@ rm.
I.-_.
i | 'r

f_:ll.{r '-'.AJLe.-.-'I'::l-{-':-A-H-AI'E)‘.FIj]k.r
the -'-.E?}ff:‘:r;jii_'s,_:f:ff:’ - region

[8h
wF

i e _..|. _'_I.. - o g I
Vi s 3
Rpown a5  Wahaipg  dands
it e g L ey G
SIFeLCRes [or fou M. 1S sanas o
i~ S I  J A y ] ]
guartz and carbonate grains resulits -:L:
i eI e - R o et SRS LSRR P
Jrom FrocR erpsion arg most ariicHiar it 15
b ] + _,.||
YOS T'or IS "‘".I*" "'" ¥ I'."'-f~~,‘:- 'i-"-:.'.-'.-':'{l',.-' “"-",.-
! L]
g e B R e e e s a o5 0 Ly
each a peignt of kp to 10U metres ana whicn
> L
- W Ry (] P o T L
advance at a rate of about 10 metre: s ayear. Lms
| [ ey e : 3
e 'r:""=-':|_-§__.l':'r.r-'-’*""l ith __,r'_. ..'r-"':.‘"r-__‘h";_:'_':;,‘\--':’,.f.r"' e WO ,‘:-"I::"""”"”.-,_-:l,_":l"""

e

o '.| ¥ e .-'"'.-'.'-' 44 ) Ry A
LEL Y :.'“ """ l.ﬁ.. .-'.-"-\.:' 'r':".-".il SELLC BT '.-".-".-.-".' '.-.5'{:-"'5“' Ak "'.l_ln'.-.-.-.- -'.':_.r
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ing of jeeps and the serene passage of the

Bedouin and their camels along their trails.
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These exceptional fauna and flora are sustained by 120 km. of irrigation tunnels called Falaj which form a dense network beneath

this desert zone. The falaj are an ancient method of channelling water from the mountains to the plain and even now
are used to irrigate a large part of the country. Water is fundamental to the Bedouin of the Wabaiba Sands.
It gives life to them and their camels, goats and other domesticated animals which wander

freely around their encampments in certain well watered areas.
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The asciend art of falconry: an integral part of Bedouin life ...
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- which lives an to the present day



W".E:a! strikes the visitor's eye is the love and respect the

i 1 Bedouin show for their animals especially towards their camels
which represent a way of life thousands of years old. Even

wicn

'%;’ﬁ-‘hi j with the most modern of technology living alongside them, they

# . _ : q, a principal sonrce of their wealth. In their breed-
- & ingand in the spirit of the race the Bedouin have
| found fame and fortune. Buyers from various
Arab countries come to Swwaiq, in the region
. of Batinat, to search among the breeders for
the fastest camels in the Arab peninsula,
the champions that might win them a pres-
tigious race. These animals belong to the
family of Camelidae and to the genus
Camelus: the Arabian camels are
defined as  Camelus
Dromedarius  and
A have only one

bump.

In Chman the adm i to breed fast camels for racing



They differ there-

fore from the Camelus

Bactrianus as the latter bave

two bumps and a different coat.

Known as "Ships of the desert", these
extremely bardy animals can carry over

150 kg. on jowrneys of more than eight
bours, covering distances of about 200 km. a
day. They feed on grass, dates, grain flowr and
oatmeal. In modern diets also some supplemen-
tary integrators for basic proteins may be added.
The dromedary can survive without food and
water for many days wsing, as  we know, its
reserves in its hump. When it finally reaches
water it can gulp down about a hundred litres

in a few minutes.

There are two genetic lines in Omani
camel breeding: Meberi and Direi.

These can be recognised from their

long hooves, small heads, slim

thorax and developed

muscles.
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Great care is also taken over the diet of racing camels: apart from the usual grass, also vegetables, dates, boney, eggs and bigh energy
content flowr are added to their feed. More than 98,000 camels live within the Sultanate of which 70,000 live in the Dbofar region.
Oman is considered the "mother of Arabian camels" and the animals bred here are defined as the "Queens of Camels". The most
important and renowned camel market is at Ibri and the race that attracts the greatest number of entries and offers the bighest prizes

is beld in November

in celebration of
Natianal Day.

Some of the fastest of
these animals have
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Everday life
in Wahalba Samds
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scenery. CJ; the desert in which ff-;,rf hem the camel
represents the trie "Ata-Allab ", that is

to say the gift of God.







Salah with a beautiful stalllon




Only someone who bas spent some time
in this corner of the Arabian peninsula
carries within bim or berself the vivid
images of this splendid country.

The pure inner beauty of the people,

sweet and welcoming, the striking nat-

ural countryside, diverse and unspoilt,

the scents and colours of thousands of
years of history stir up unique and
unrepeatable emotions. A feeling of
this kind is kindled by the atmosphere
of the Royal Stables near Adyat and

Safinat.



A bird's eye view of the Royal Stud




The Royal Stables situated by the sea, materialises from a long sandy beach, the
morning training ground for Arabians and Thoroughbreds. Racing, jumping,
polo, show exhibitions and performances of the bigh school are all specialities of

this beautiful equestrian centre.







Horses with traditfonal trapplngs within ibe walls of anclent fort



History recalls how the Omanis were great horse breeders with a remark-
able talent for trade. Horses were bred in this strip of land of bigh plains
trapped between the coast and the desert. In the twelfth century Omani
merchants were famed for their trade in a territory that wound from
Egypt to China. A century later some documents detail the provision of
ten thousand horses a year to one Indian state for the cavalry defence

of their territory. It was a time when the king and bis commanders

based their defensive and offensive ambitions on the strength

and ardowr of their horses. In the chronicles of the seven-

teenth century we read that the Arabian horses bred

in Oman were considered the best and the

hardiest in the whole of the

Orient.
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Advancing over the dunes



Subsequently

Oman gradually lost its African and

Asiatic markets, thus its wealth and naval supremacy

were diminished.

As a consequence the breeding of pure-bred Arabians went through a

crisis with a period of decline accentuated by a virus in the nineteen-fifties

which decimated pure-breds on Omani territory. It took ten years to eradicate

the disease, but with the belp, the passion and the expertise of the Sultan Qaboos

bin Said the reconstruction of this equine beritage was slowly resumed. The eques-
trian tradition and the knowledge
of the families involved in breeding
were given new life with the impor-

tation of new horses and the creation

of new blood-lines.




The results of this commitment can now be seenin =

both the Royal Stables and in the Stables at Salalab. i

Here, where Sultan Qaboos was born, Arabian

foals, selected from a particular and unigue
Arabian blood-line, are bred. The semi-equato-
rial climate facilitates the growth of luxuriant
vegetation which forms a magnificent back-
d'm;.".- to the sight of splendid foals running
alongside mares in the paddock within the
grounds. About sixty are born a year from

a berd of forty stallions and more than

stxty mares.

For the Oman cavalry, which parades to
songs and performs exercises of equestrian high
school executed with exceptional bravwra by
specialist cavalrymen, the borses are saddled

in the traditional way without stirrups. A

large air-conditioned saddle room bous-

es a bundred and twenty colourful

Omani and Syrian saddles rich in
ornaments, all made and embroi-

dered by band.
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Omani riding: exercises with a lancoe




The Bedouin, with their equestrian knowledge which stretches back to
times immemorial of their ancient culture, now talk to ws anew of

Jlif Kbuaylau genetic selection in comparison to the Mu'nigi or Saglawi lines,

W
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The extensive paddocks sl the Salalah Foyal Stud
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Side by side: mares and foals



Ohne story passed from generation to gen-

eration of Omani Bedouin narrates how
Zad Arakib, the most beantiful, the most
elegant, strongest and bardiest of stallions

was led to the Azd tribe by the prophet

Suleiman and that from this borse all the
trive Arabian pure-breds descend. These
famous horses are renowned as faithful
companions in peace and war; they also
symbolise the wealth of the owner.

Today this wealth, originating from
other resources, is being wisely invested

in the advanced technology of breeding

A parsdise of greenery ...



and training, but always mixed with a
deep, serious yet simple knowledge that
gives the Royal Stables and the country
their great charm and the world an ever
more interesting equestrian centre.

A member of the Royal stables, in under-
lining the concept of their deep attach-
ment to tradition and respect for the life
lived by their predecessors told us: " ...
despite innovation, may our civilisation
never betray the aim of maintaining the
purity of the blood-lines of owr pure-bred

Arabians....".

= framed by the palms




Standing proud
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THE PATRONS

H. R. H. SHEIKHA LULUA AL SABAH
CENTENNIAL ASIL ARABIAN STUD England

ROYAL JAAFAR STUD

. H.E.MA]JDI AL SALEH
j" O. Box 1139 - Amman
11112 Jordan

'HOBBY CAR - Via Torino
12100 Cu‘nlm lraly

GIGI GRASS0O
Via Brigate Partigiane, 12
Cuorgné t;l'ﬂ} - [raly

STUDIO PRO
Largo Bardonecchia, 178
10141 Tornno - ltaly
¢

FRAMCESCO ROSATI
Piazza Argiroupoli, 12
10024 Mﬂnc.ﬂ‘i;ri (TO) - Ialy

GLOBE OBSERVER
5.G. L
Via Pomaro, 3 - 10100 Torino - ltaly
GIGI GRASSO
Via Brigate Partigiane, 12
10082 Cumi;n‘-.'- (TO) - lraly

OMEGA ART
Via Circnaica, 38
10142, Tonino - It.ﬂ:.'

H. K. H. PRINCESS ZEIN BINT AL HUSSEIN

BAB EL HAWA STUD Egyp

Pitchford Hall, Pitchford, Condover, Shrew sbury,

Shropshire
England 5y5 - 7Dw
¢

ABOL MAWAS
Avenue Ouled Haffous
1802 Tunis - Belvedere - Tunisia

MOH'D NABULSI

P O. Box 940029 - imm:m 11194 Jordan

THE LANGUAGE FACTORY
GARY WOODS
Piazea Bocto, 5
10082 {:uurglilr;‘ (TO) - Inaly

SES ROTES STUD
PEDRO SALAS GARAU
Cara. s"Esglaicta km 2,6 (PM 112)
07190 Esporles [*:'\-1 allorca) - Spain

ROYAL OMAN POLICE
Mounted Divisional (HIY)
I' O, Box 2 - Muscat 113

Sultanate of Oman

OMAN IMSCOVERY
(Muscate Office)
[* .03, Box 3932 - Kuw: 112
Sultanate of Oman

ROYAL STABLES
P O. Box 70 - Postal Code 111
Sech Airport
Sultanate of Oman

CORALL
GUT ALEMICH 5TUD

on I'.'J'H.' Lo

BLUEBELL STUD and GERALD KURZ

The Blucbell Stud
Linker Graben, 12
2384 Bremtenfurt bei Wien - Austria

Gerald Kure Traiming Center
Buchschachen, 98
7411 Markr Allhau - Austria

PR ERYSTIL PRINCE
PR KRYSTL PRINCE SYNDICAT
JOHMN OOSTERVINK
e Mlost
2490 Balen - Belgium
¢

ALOIS LOOYEMNS

Kerkstraat 117 - 2460 Tielen - Belgium

ALF BEY - LEJVAL
LA MOVIDA ARABIANS
G+ FE HUEMER
Schmieding, 38
4631 Krenglbach - Austria

FPAMAR
SAM PIETRO STUD
PAOLO DAMILAMNO
Regione Oltre Tanaro, 14
12042 {:I:cms-:‘xlzn (CN) - Inaly

ELPERFECTO - ABHA GFHAZALI
S3ES PLANES 5TUD

MARIETA SALAS = Princess Tehkotoua

Marques de la Cema, 39 (Bajos)
Q7014 Palma 1|L'¢:"-!.1iur+.'.a - Spain

NEVAN
FIORICA and COUZZI
Partnership
Via Fulvio Croce, 20
10136 Torino - Inaly

RYFYRRE
TRE BALZANE STUD
MOMIEA SAVIER
Colle del Marchese, 61
06044 Castel P-.i;:luli (I'G) - Iraly

AL ESTORIAH
AL HAMBRA STUD
GERHARD HUBER
Obere Hauptstralie, 107
7422 Ricdlingsdorf - Austria

TMPERIAL PFHARAJ
PANCALLOSTUD
PIETRO CUTROMA
Villa Pancallo
H010 Ceramu (EN) - Italy
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